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Public  H-ealth  (Jefice, 


Beackberx, 

.‘Ust  March,  1915. 

'L\j  the  ( ^lair man  and  Menihers  at  the  Ed ucatian  Coin  niif  tee 
of  the  County  Boron yh  of  JB acid) urn , 

Me.  Ciiaiemax,  Ladies  axi)  Gextlemex,* 

I liave  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Auuual  E-eport 
upon  the  work  carried  out  by  tlie  Scliool  Medical  Department 
during  the  year  eiuliiig  December  dlst,  1914. 

As  in  preyious  years,  the  material  ot  tiiis  Eeport  lias  been 
diyided  into  the  following  Sections:  — 

Section  /. — Scliool  Attendance. 

Section  I L — Sanitaiy  Conditions  of  tlie  Public  Elementary 
Schools. 

Section  111. — Infectious  Diseases. 

Section  IV. — Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children. 

I am  indebted  to  my  chief  clerk,  Mr.  Fowler,  for  much 
willing  and  yaluable  assistance  in  the  compilation  of  the  tables 
contained  in  the  Eeport. 

Dr.  McKee  yacated  the  position  of  School  Medical 
Inspector  at  the  end  of  February,  and  Dr,  Young  tilled  the 
yacancy  at  the  end  of  April.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to 
omit  a part  of  the  routine  work  of  medical  inspection  duiriig 
the  months  of  March  and  April. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Grentlemen, 

Your  obedient  seryant, 

J.  COOTE  HIBBEET 
(School  Medical  OMcer). 


SECTION  L 


School  Attendance  in  Blackburn  during  1914. 


I.  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  IN  BLACKBURN 
DURINC  1914. 


h<‘  tollowiri^  ^I’able  shows  tlie  accommodation  and  the 
avcta^c  attendance  a1  (‘aeh  Seljool  in  Blackburn  durinjr  the 
year  1914. 


TABLE  I 


NAME  OF  SCHOOL 

School 

Accommodation 

’ Average  attendance 
for  the  vear  1914. 

1 ' 2 

Accrington  Road  

842 

427 

416 

Audley  Range  

617 

443 

433 

All  Saints’  

428 

309 

304 

Bank  Top  

v567 

420 

429 

Bangor  Street 

905 

567 

457 

Cedar  Street  

580 

431 

423 

Christ  Church  

971 

717 

700 

Emmanuel  

529 

469 

457 

F urthergate  

590 

439 

427 

Four  Lanes  End  

181 

139 

137 

Griffin  

759 

473 

460 

Holy  Trinity  

470 

414 

402 

Lower  Darwen  Council  

287 

159 

155 

Maudsley  Street  

592 

359 

350 

Moss  Street  

749 

488 

467 

Mill  Hill  Council  

859 

504 

490 

Mill  Hill  C.E 

412 

283 

277 

Parish  Higher  Grade  

675 

517 

517 

Park  Road  

733 

482 

471 

wS acred  Heart  

153 

141 

140 

St.  Alban’s  

1084 

944 

928 

St.  Alban’s  Higher  Grade  

101 

68 

68 

St.  Anne’s  

956 

704 

’ 690 

St.  Andrew’s  

339 

278 

271 

St.  Barnabas’  

622 

476 

466 

St.  Bartholomew’s  

358 

296 

290 

St.  Gabriel’s  

194 

190 

186 

St.  James’  C.E 

280 

138 

136 

St.  James’  C.E.,  Black-a-Moor... 

324  ! 

85 

83 

St.  James’  C.E.,  Guide  

300 

120 

116 

St.  John’s  C.E 

935 

578 

567 

St.  Joseph’s  

771 

561 

548 

St.  Luke’s  

588  ! 

391 

382 

St.  Mary’s  

694 

583  ( 

572 

St.  Matthew’s  

' 693  1 

437 

426 

St.  Michael’s  

591  I 

399  1 

389 

St.  Paul’s  

794  [ 

517 

506 

St.  Peter’s  C.E 

637  I 

312  i 

306 

St.  Peter’s  R.C 

500  1 

480  i 

467 

St.  Silas’  

678 

439 

437 

St.  Stephen’s  

554 

478 

469 

St.  Thomas’  

699 

559  1 

545 

Wensley  Fold  

435  I 

378  ! 

367 

Witton  Infants’  

207  1 

93  1 

93 

Regent  Street  

80  1 

63  1 

63 

Blakey  Moor  Council  

421  1 

316 

316 

Higher  Elementary  | 

392  i 

246  i 

246 

Tlie  fol lowiiio-  Tjible  shows  the  aveiage  School  Atteiidantx* 
foi-  each  iiioiilh,  wiili  1 he  chief  cause  of  any  fall  in  the 
attendance;  idso  tin*  nuiii])er  of  houses  reported  eacdi  month  hy 
the  Health  Department  tf)  the  Ivlucatioji  Department,  at  which 
notitiahle  infectious  disease*  has  occuired. 


TABLE  II 


Month 

Actual 

Average 

Attendance 

Cause 

of  Fall  in  Average 
Attendance 

1 No.  of  houses 
■ reported  from 
i the  Health 
Department  a* 

! containing  In- 
fectious 1 )iscases 

1914. 

January  ... 

17704 

Scarlet  h'ever,  Mumps  & Measle.s 

86 

February  .. 

17595 

1)0. 

Do. 

! 

March  

17587 

Do. 

Do. 

1 

April  

17651 

1 )o. 

Do, 

^ 52 

! • 

Mav  

17856 

Do. 

Do. 

‘ 62 

June  ....... 

18131 

1 Do. 

1 

j 

I )o. 

56 

July  

17851 

Do. 

Do. 

! 69 

Augu.st  

Holiday 

Holiday. 

1 

50 

September. 

18493 

I 

1 42 

October  . . . 

18541 

1 

1 

1 

November.. 

18139 

Measles  and  W'hooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

! 71 

i 

December.. 

18064 

Do. 

J )o. 

56 

we  le 


.9 


'4 

I'lie  iiexl  Tjible  indicates  the  Selioels  in  Hlarkhuiii  which 
closed  on  the  adviee  of  the  SelK)fd  Medical  ( tificer. 
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TABLE  III. 


SCHOOL.  1 

Epidemic. 

1 

i 

I’eriod  School 
Closed. 

Normal’ 

Averagf-! 

Attend- 

ance. 

Lowest 

Average 

Attend- 

ance 

prf-vious 

to 

Closing. 

St.  Joseph’s  Infants  .. 

Measles 

Feby.  21  to  March  8 

130 

96 

St.  Peter’s  R.C.  Infants 

’ J 

Feby.  2 1 to  March  8 

143 

126 

St.  Matthew’s  Infants 

1 » 

Feby.  20  to  March  7 

163 

149 

Mill  Hill  Council 

Infants 

Feby.  18  to  March  3 

170 

97 

Emmanuel  Infants  ... 

• 1 

Feby  18  to  Marcii  3 

146 

100 

Park  Road  Infants 

” 

March  23  until  after 
Easter  holidays 

149 

127 

Christ  Church  Infants 

1 * 

April  6 until  after 
Easter  holidays 

240 

170 

St.  Barnabas’  Infants... 

- 

April  6 until  after 
Easter  holidays 

156 

121 

Maudsley  Street  Infants 

» y 

April  6 until  after 
Easter  holidays 

118 

105 

Audley  Range  Infants 

y f 

April  6 until  after 
Easter  holidays 

: 140 

127 

Bangor  Stteet  Infants 

' y 

April  6 until  after 
Easter  holidays 

270 

1 

201 

All  Saints’  Infants 

y y 

Novr.  13  to  Novr.  28 

107 

81 

St.  Silas’  Infants 

f y 

Deer.  3 until  aftei 
Xmas  holidays 

106 

83 

Mill  Hill  Council 

Infants 

Whoop’g 

Cough 

Deer.  18  to  Jany.  8/15 

160 

139 

SECTION  11. 


Sanitary  Conditions  of  Blackburn  Schools 
during  1914. 
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II.  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  BLACKBURN  SCHOOLS 
DURING  1914. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  48  Public  Eleiiieiitaiy  Schools 
of  tlie  llorouglL : — 


1.  — St.  (xabriers. 

2. — Pour  Lanes  End. 

8.  — (Jedar  Street. 

4. — St.  -Ianie.s’  (Shear  Brow), 
b. — Bangor  Street  (nrtncil. 

(). — -St.  Steplioids. 

7. — St.  i\l  irdiael’s. 

9.  — iMoss  Street. 

10.  — Saerc'd  Heart. 

1 1.  — St . r]  olins’. 

12.  — R('g('iit  St  i(‘et  Special 

Srdiool. 

1'). — St.  Si  la, s'. 

14.  — 1 Uglier-  Mhunenta ly 

15.  — Blak('y  Moor  ('ouncil 

Srdiool. 

IG. — St.  Alban  s ((i.  A 1.). 

17.  — St.  Alban’s  Il.tf.  (Boys’). 

18.  — Holy  Tr  inity. 
lO.—St.  Paul’s. 

21.  — Eurthergate. 

22.  — St.  Barnabas’. 

28. — St.  Thomas’. 

24. — Accr  ington  Ibnnl. 

26.  — St.  Anne’s. 

27.  — St.  Mary’s  Higher  (Ir-ade. 


28.  — St.  .Matthew’s. 

29.  — Maudsley  Street. 

'■{O. — St.  Joseph's. 

'H. — Wruisley  Fold. 

82. — St.  Pehn's. 

8)4. — Airdley  Range. 

85. — Bank  4'op. 

8)(). — St.  Mary's,  Islington. 

87. — St.  liuke’s. 

• )tS.-  Park  Road. 

89. — Wilton  Infants. 

40.  (Ir-illin. 

41.  — All  Saints'. 

42.  - ('liiist  (’huich  (Mosley 

St  io<‘t). 

4-).--( 'hrist  (’hutch  ( Rockelilfe 
St  r eel ). 

44.— St.  P(‘l(n's,  Mill  Hill. 

4-'). — lAnrnanuei. 

40.— Mill  Hill. 

47. — .Mill  Hill. 

48.  — St.  Andrew's. 

49.  — St.  Bartholoinew*'s. 

50.  — St.  James’,  (luide. 

51.  — St.  James’,  Black-a-iMoor. 

52.  — Lower  Darwen  (’ouncil. 


1 have  made  the  annual  systematic  inspection  of  the 
school  premises.  Where  defective  conditions  have  been  found 
a letter  has  been  sent  to  the  responsible  authority  in  each 
instance,  requesting  that  the  defects  be  remedied  as  far  as 
this  is  practicable. 


The  chief  defects  in  the  sanitation  of  the  Blackburn 
Schools  are  in  connection  -with  ventilation.  The  majority  of 
the  Schools  were  erected  many  years  ago,  when  the  vital 
importance  of  ample  ventilation  was  not  fully  appreciated,  and 
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were  not  moreover  designed  solely  as  sckool  buildings.  In 
some  cases  the  rooms  have  been  planned  so  that  windows  are 
placed  on  one  side  of  the  room,  and  under  these  conditions  it 
is  frequently  impossible  to  obtain  a cross  current  of  air  to 
freshen  up  the  classroom  atmosphere  even  during  playtime. 
When  ventilation  depends  solely  or  mainly  on  the  open  window 
and  the  windows  are  on  one  side  of  the  classroom  only,  it  is 
very  difficult,  if  the  weather  is  cold  and  the  wind  blowing 
directly  on  the  window  side  of  the  room,  to  obtain  fresh  air 
without  excessive  draught.  Under  these  circumstances  windows 
are  frequently  closed;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  efficient 
ventilation  is  just  as  necessaiy  in  cold  windy  weather  as  under 
more  favourable  conditions  and  that  the  windows  can  only  be 
closed  at  the  expense  of  a vitiated  atmosphere. 

In  the  majority  of  instances  only  a very  small  proportion 
of  the  existing  window  area  is  made  to  open,  and  opaque  glass 
frequently  obstructs  the  light  of  day. 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  extent  to  which  the 
Schools  show  special  structural  defects  ; - — 


Number  of  Schools  with  deficient  ventilation  23 

,,  „ ,,  deficient  lighting  8 

„ „ „ badly  ventilated  cloakrooms  16 

„ ,,  ,,  iiiipaved  playgrounds  10 

,,  ,,  partly  unpaved  playgrounds  4 

,,  ,,  ,.  unsatisfactory  trough  closets  13 

,,  ,,  urinals  not  piovided  with 

automatic  flush  26 


The  chief  causes  for  complaint,  which  were  for  the  most 
part  independent  of  structural  conditions,  were  the  follow- 
ing:— 


l._I]SrsTjrFICIENT  USE  OF  THE  OPEN  WINDOW 
AND  YENTILATOE. 

It  was  by  no  means  uncommon  to  find  every  window  and 
ventilator  in  the  classroom  closed  and  the  atmospliere  of  the 
room  correspondingly  contaminated.  The  closed  window  was 
most  frequently  found  in  rooms  which  had  the  windows  on  one 
side  only.  When  the  wind  was  blowing  directly  on  the  window 
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side  of  the  room  tlm  teachers  were  extremely  reluctant  to  open 
the  windows  on.  account  of  alleged  draughts.  These  conditions 
obtained  in  some  of  the  newest  Council  Schools  where  the 
(dassrooms  have  windows  on  one  side  only  and  on  the  opposite 
side  open  into  the  Assembly  Hall. 

In  Cloak-rooms  ('sj)ecially  the  windows  were  very 
frequently  found  closed. 

I have  laid  special  stress  on  this  question  of  ventilation 
because  I feel  certain  that  on  it  depends  to  a very  large  extent 
the  health  of  the  school  child.  The  very  excellent  object 
lesson,  vrhich  has  been  given  recently  by  continuing  the  Open- 
Air  Classes  during  the  winter,  should  help  to  show  how  bene- 
ficial fresh  air  is  to  the  growing  child.  In  spite  of  the  children 
who  attend  these  Open-Air  Classes  being  in  a specially  delicate 
state  of  health,  no  ill  effects,  such  as  colds,  bronchitis  or 
rheumatism,  have  occui  red ; on  the  other  hand  the  children 
have  improved  marvellously  in  health  and  strength,  although 
day  by  day  they  have  been  exposed  freely  to  the  fresh  air 
throughout  this  inclement  winter.  The  alert  mental  condition 
of  these  children  is  also  very  noticeable  as  compared  with  the 
general  lethargy  found  in  the  badly  ventilated  classroom. 

If  children  am  brought  up  at  school  to  appreciate  the 
benefit  of  fresh  air,  they  will  undoubtedly  see  that  they  get 
bettei-  ventilation  in  their  homes,  and  education  will  have 
achieved  a very  desirable  object  in  connection  with  the  general 
health  of  the  community. 


2.— INSUFFICIENT  CLEANSING  OF  FLOORS. 

The  danger  of  the  dirty  floor  is  especially  apparent  in  the 
Infant  Departments  and  particularly  in  the  Babies’  rooms. 
During  games  tlw'  (‘hildren  have  frequently  to  lie  and  crawl 
on  the  floor  and  in  consequence  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
tliat  the  floors  be  kept  in  a thoroughly  clean  condition.  The 
games  also  involve  a considerable  amount  of  stamping  and 
running  about  during  which  dust  rises  from  the  dirty  floors  and 
is  inhaled  by  the  children. 

The  y)resent  system  of  cleansing  these  floors  four  times  a 


year  at  tire  niost,  namely,  at  the  special  holiday  times,  is 
totally  insiifhcient,  and  in  the  Babies’  rooms  nothing  less  than 
a weekly  cleansing  should  be  accepted. 


a.— liNSUFFICIEfTsTT  HEATING. 

In  some  of  the  Schools  there  was  complaint  of  insufficient 
heating,  and  in  consequence  the  windows  and  ventilators  were 
closed.  In  one  classroom  not  only  were  the  windows  and 
ventilators  closed,  but  the  gas  was  lighted  so  as  to  produce  more 
warmth 


I.— INSUFFICIENT  FLUSHING  OF  CLOSETS  AND 
URINALS. 

In  a large  number  of  instances  the  urinals  were  without 
an  automatic  flush  and  were  foul  smelling. 

More  frequent  flushing,  whether  automatic  or  otherwise,  of 
closets  and  urinals  is  very  necessary,  especially  during  the 
summer,. 


SECTION  III. 


Infectious  Diseased  in  Blackburn  Schools 
during  1914. 
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III INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  BLACKBURN  SCHOOLS 

DURING  1914. 

These  diseases  may  he  classified  in  two  groups:  — 

1.  Those  compulsorily ’notifiable  (under  the  Infectious 
Diseases  ^Notification  Act)  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  by  Medical  Practitioners  and  parents,  such 
as  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Typhoid  Fever. 

2.  Those  which  are  not  compulsorily  notifiable,  such  as 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Chicken  Pox  and 
Mumps. 

For  information  as  to  occurrences  of  cases  of  group  2,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  to  rely  in  great  part  on  the 
promptitude  of  teachers  in  the  various  Schools  in  detecting  and 
notifying  cases  in  their  early  stages.  Help  is  also  afforded  in 
this  respect  by  tlie  vSchool  Attendance  Officers  when  visiting 
the  homes  of  children  who  are  absent  from  School. 

As  regards  loss  of  life  and  of  school  attendance,  the 
infectious  diseases  whicli  are  not  compulsorily  notifiable, 
especially  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  are  as  a rule  by  far 
the  more  important. 

During  the  year  under  report  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  and 
Whooping  Cough  were  especially  prevalent,  (S60  eases  of 
Measles,  477  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  280  of  Whooping  Cough 
occurring  among  school  children.  While  these  figures  indicate 
the  prevalence  of  Measles,  the  mortality  statistics  in  the  Annual 
Deport  on  the  Health  of  Blackburn  show  that  the  deaths  of 
children  under  10  years  of  age  finm  Measles  alone  w’ere  more 
numerous  than  the  total  deaths  from  the  three  diseases  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Typhoid  Fever,  even  during  a year 
when  one  of  the  latter  diseases  (Scarlet  Fever)  was  more  than 
usually  prevalent. 

It  is  now  generally  agreed  that  infectious  disease  is  spread 
through  Schools  chiefly  by  the  presence  of  children  suffering 
from  the  disease  either  in  the  very  early  stage  or  in  so  mild  a 
foirni  that  it  has  escaped  attention.  It  is  during  the  early  stages 
of  most  of  the  diseases  that  the  danger  of  infection  is  greatest, 
and  it  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  importance  that  parents  do 
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not  send  children  to  school  who  show  any  signs  of  feverishness 
or  the  semblance  of  a rash.  Too  strict  an  insistance  on  attend- 
ance at  school  is  often  responsible  in  the  long  run  tor  greater 
loss  of  attendance.  Scarlet  Fevei*  and  Di])htheria,  moreover, 
may  assume  an  exceptionally  mild  form,  sore  throat  being  the 
only  noticeable  sym])tom,  and  any  case  of  sore  thioat,  there- 
fore, should  be  seen  by  a doctor  before  the  child  retunis  to 
school. 

During  the  year  all  children,  who  had  been  reported  absent 
from  School  f)n  account  of  Soie  Thi-oat  and  had  not  been  under 
the  care  of  a doctor,  were  examined  at  the  Health  Office  before 
their  return  to  School,  and  several  cases  of  infectious  disease 
wer(‘  thus  detected  and  prevented  from  spreading  infection. 

One  cannot  refrain  from  alluding  again  in  this  connection 
to  the  insufficiently  ventilated  classroom. 

The  mild  undetected  case  of  infectious  disease  w^hich  every 
now  and  again  is  piesent  among  the  other  children  at  School 
must  undoubtedly  be  a far  more  serious  source  of  infection 
when  ventilation  is  neglected.  That  attendance  at  School  is 
to  a large  extent  responsible  under  present  conditions  for  the 
spread  of  infection  is  borne  out  by  the  tables  showing  the  fall 
in  the  number  of  cases  during  and  immediately  after  the  chief 
holidays  and  by  the.  effect  of  School  closure. 

All  reported  cases  of  non-notifiable  infectious  disease  were 
visited  by  the  Lady  Health  Visitors,  who  gave  mstructions  as 
to  isolation  of  the  patient  and  exclusion  of  contacts  from 
School.  In  this  connection  2,247  homes  were  visited. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  reported  in  the 
whole  Borough  during  1914,  was  704,  compared  with  268 
during  1913,  and  477  of  these  704  cases,  or  67.7  per  cent., 
occurred  amongst  school  children. 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  number  of  notified  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  occurring  monthly  in  each  School  during  1914. 
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TABLE  IV.— Scarlet  Fever  in  Schools  during  1914. 


School. 

c 

Feb. 

<5 

April 

May 

'a 

Uj 

< 

iT 

Oct. 

Noa'. 

1 . 

i 'j 

V 

Q 

Total. 

Accrington  Eoad  

1 

2 

1 1 

! 1 

1 

6 

Audley  Range  

1 

3 

i 

*6 

3 

i 

1 1 

1 1 

17 

All  Saints'’  

2 

1 ... 

! 2 

Bank  Top  

2 

4 

1 

"2 

"i 

i 

: 1 

'1 

i 12 

Bangor  Street 

1 

1 

! 2 

Blakey  Moor  C.  

1 

' i 

i 

1 

i ^ 

Cedar  Street  

"’2 

"1 

! 

i 

i 3 

1 7 

Christ  Church  

5 

6 

3 

1 

1 

••• 

1 ... 

i 16 

Emmanuel  

3 

1 

1 

1 ... 

i 5 

Furthergate  

2 

”2 

"3 

”1 

2 

10 

Four  Lanes  End  

’3 

1 

••• 

4 

i 8 

Griffin  

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 8 

Higher  Elementary  ... 

i 

1 

"2 

'l 

i 8 

Holy  Trinity  

2 

2 

4 

LoAver  Darwen  C 

1 

6 

3 

1 

11 

Mill  Hill  C 

2 

2 

4 

2 

’2 

4 

"3 

i 

1 

21 

Moss  Street  

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Maudsley  Street  

1 

2 

"3 

1 

"1 

8 

Norfolk  Street  

i 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

"i 

3 

‘2 

14 

Parish  Higher  Grade 

i 

1 

3 

”1 

2 

1 

1 

i 1 

11 

Park  Road  

1 

1 

"4 

2 

8 

St.  Alhan^s  

1 

2 

i 

1 

1 

"2 

”4 

2 

3 

1 17 

H.G 

2 

! 2 

St.  Anne'’s  

1 

i 

”2 

"2 

i 

1 

i 8 

St.  AndreAv^s  

"2 

1 

*'i 

! 4 

St.  Barnabas"  

"s 

4 

’2 

1 

i 

1 

”1 

1 

3 

4 

”2 

23 

St.  BartholomeAA^"s  

6 

5 

2 

1 

14 

St.  GabrieFs  

1 

i 

"i 

"1 

4 

St.  James"s  C.E 

1 

1 

"1 

3 

,,  Guide  

„ Black-a-Moor 

i 

1 

1 

’i 

"4 

St.  JohiFs  

3 

1 

1 

1 

”2 

5 

1 

'2 

16 

St.  Joiseph"s  

1 

5 

1 

‘2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

20 

St.  Luke"s  

1 

1 

”1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

6 

21 

St.  MichaeFs  

1 

1 

1 

3 

St.  MattheAvks  

"2 

i 

5 

i 

'5 

1 

4 

”1 

"i 

21 

St.  Mary"s  R.C 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

'*i 

10 

St.  PauFs  

1 

4 

1 

”3 

‘2 

2 

1 

14 

St.  Stephen"s  

i 

2 

1 

1 

5 

St.  Silas"  

1 

1 

i 

'3 

’’s 

*2 

i 

2 

19 

St.  Pete'r"s  C.E 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

10 

„ R.C 

3 

1 

1 

"i 

1 

7 

St.  Thomas"  

"1 

1 

2 

1 

"i 

1 

’3 

”3 

3 

1 

"2 

*2 

21 

Sacred  Heart  

1 

1 

Wenslev  Fold  

1 

'2 

”3 

”1 

’2 

"2 

1 

12 

Witton  Infants  

'i 

i 

1 

3 

Prh'ate  School  A 

1 

1 

„ B 

"2 

2 

C 

"i 

1 

St.  OsA\-ald"s,  Knuzden 

‘1 

1 

1 

3 

Convent,  Princes  Street 

1 

1 

Convent,  Wh"ley  Noaa^  Rd 

1 

1 

Scotland  Street,  GlasgoAA^ 

'2 

2 

Grammar  School  

"1 

1 

S . E dAvard"6  R . C . , DarAv  en 

"i 

1 

2 

Cherry  Tree  N 

"2 

i 

1 

4 

Private  School  D 

5 

5 

Royal  CrosaDeaf  & Dumb 

"1 

1 

Girls"  High  School  

2 

2 

Regent  Street  

1 

i 

2 

Totals  

60 

55 

57 

28 

34 

40 

52 

29 

22 

28 

41 

41 

477 

28 


Diphtheria. 

The  total  uiimber  of  cases  of  this  disease  reported  in  the 
whole  Borough  during  1914  was  62,  compared  with  76  during 
1916,  and  of  these  62  cases,  23,  or  37.1  per  cent.,  occurred 
amongst  school  children. 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  number  of  notified  cases 
of  Diphtheria  occurring  monthly  in  each  School  during  1914. 


) 
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TABLE  V. — Diphtheria  in  Schools  during;  1914. 


School. 


Accrington  Road 
Audley  Range  ... 

All  Saints^  

Bank  Top  

Bangor  Street 

Blakey  Moor  C. 

Cedar  Street  

Christ  Church  .. 

Emmanuel  

Furthergate  

Four  Lanes  End 

Griffin  

Higher  Elementary 
Holy  Trinity  .... 
Lower  Darwen  C 

Mill  Hill  C 

Moss  Street  

Maudsley  Street 
Norfolk  Street  ... 
Parish  Higher  Grade 
Park  Road  .... 

St.  Alban^s  ... 

„ H.G 
St.  Annex’s 
St.  Andrew^s 
St.  Barnabas" 

St.  Bartholomew's 
St.  GabrieFs 
St.  James  S.B, 

Guide 
„ Black-a-Moo 

St.  John"s  

St.  Josephus 

St.  Luke"s  

St.  MichaeFs  .. 

St.  Matthew"s  . 

St.  MaiVs  R.C. 

St.  Paul’s  

St.  Stephen’s  .. 

St.  Silas’  

St.  Peter’s  N.  . 

„ R.C. 

St.  Thomas’ 

Sacred  Heart  .. 
Wensley  Fold 
Witton  Infants 
Private  School 


d'OTALS I 1 ... 


< 


1 I 4 


o I o 

O I SC 


23 


30 


Typhoid  Fever. 

The  total  iiuiiibei-  ot  cases  of  this  disease  reported  in  the 
whole  Borough  during  1914  was  32,  compared  with  31  during 
1913,  and  of  these  32  cases,  3,  or  9.4  per  cent.,  occurred 
amongst  school  children. 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  number  of  notified  cases 
of  Typhoid  Fever  occurring  monthly  in  each  School  during 
J914 
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TABLE  Yi.— Typhoid  Fever  in  Schools  during  1914. 


School. 

c 

rt 

Feb. 

c3 

Apr. 

May 

June 

i i . 

a 

V 

CO 

.:  ! > ! ci 

CJ  i O ' OJ 

O i 2;  1 C 

Total 

Acc'iington  Eoad  

Audley  Eange  

All  Saints'*  

Bank  Top  

Bangor  Street 

Blakey  Moor  C 

Cedar  Street  

Christ  Church  

Emmanuel  

Eurthergate  

Four  Lanes  End  

Griffin  

Higher  Elementary 

Holy  Trinity  

Lower  Darwen  C 

Mill  Hill  C 

Moss  Street  

Maudsley  Street  

Norfolk  Street  

Parish  Higher  Grade 

Park  Eoad  

St.  Alban'’s  

„ H.G 

St.  Anne'’s  

St.  Andrews’s  

St.  Barnabas'*  

St.  Bartholomew's  ... 

St.  GabriePs  

St.  James'*  C.E 

„ Guide  

,,  Black-a-moor 

St.John’s  

St.  JoseplPs  

St.  Luke^s  

St.  MichaePs  

St.  Matthew'*s  

St.  Mary’s  E.C 

St.  Paul’s  

St.  Stephen’s  

St.  Silas’  

St.  Peter’s  C.E 

„ E,C 

St.  Thomas’  

Sacred  Heart  

Wensley  Fold  

Witton  Infants  

1 

’i 

1 

1 

••• 

i 

! !!! 

... 

1 

i 

1 !’.! 

1 

1 

1 

...  j 

1 

i 

i 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

...  j 

j 

1 

1 

1 3 

Measles. 

<S63  cases  of  Measles  were  reported  from  the  vSchools  during 
1914,  as  compared  with  392  during  1913. 

In  only  388  cases,  oi‘  45  per  cent.,  a medical  man  was  in 
attendance,  although  tlie  ])arents  were  strongly  advised  as  to 
the  need  for  calling  in  medical  aid. 

()]i  ac(M)unt  of  the  prevalence  of  this  disease,  13  infant 
dej)artments  were  closed  during  th<‘  year  for  periods  of  16 
days;  on  two  other  occaisions,  only  the  unprotected  children 
were  excluded,  in  one  instance  from  tlie  whole  infant  depart- 
ment, and  in  the  other  fiom  one  class  only.  (See  Table  III., 
])age  15). 

It  is  mu(*h  to  he  legietted  that  those  resj)onsihle  for  the 
(‘al  lying  on  of  Sunday  Schools  hav(‘  on  several  occasions  failed 
to  (comply  with  the  recpiest  that  the  children  which  have  been 
ex(*luded  from  an  Infant  Day  School  should  also  he  excluded 
from  the  Sunday  School. 

As  Measles  have  been  very  ])revalent  during  the  year, 
special  eft'orts  have  been  made  to  jirevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease  among  the  children  attending  the  elementary  schools 
and,  as  the  disease  is  chiefly  dangerous  to  the  child  under  five 
years  of  age,  particular  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
infant  d e p ar t m e n t s . 

The  dealing  with  any  outbreak  of  this  disease  at  a School 
in  such  a way  as  to  take  adequate  measures  to  prevent  its 
spiead,  and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid  unnecessary  loss  of 
s(diool  attendance,  is  an  extremely  difficult  problem. 

This  difficulty  was  increased  in  the  present  outbreak  for 
the  following  reasons  : — 

1.  There  had  been  no  special  outbreak  of  Measles  in  the 

Borough  during  the  last  five  years,  and  the  large 
majority  of  children  in  the  Infants’  Departments, 
therefore,  had.  not  had  the  disease. 

2.  German  Measles  has  been  by  no  means  uncommon 
during  recent  years,  and  it  was  difficult  to  be  sure 
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whether  a child,  said  to  have  had  Measles,  had  had 
true  Measles  or  Glermaii  Measles. 

3.  Delay  frequently  occurred  in  the  reporting  of 
oases. 

On  this  account  the  ordinary  method  of  attempting  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  by  excluding  only  those 
children  who  were  unprotected  by  a previous  attack  was  found 
to  be  impracticable — the  exclusion  of  the  unprotected  would 
have  involved  the  majority  of  the  children  in  the  class  or 
Department.  Moreover,  some  of  the  unprotected  would  have 
been  only  protected  against  German  Measles,  and  a second  or 
third  attack  of  Measles  appears  to  be  by  no  means  uncommon. 

The  following  simple  method  was  therefore  first  tried,  and 
when  it  failed  the  whole  Infant  Department  was  closed  : — 

The  Teachers  and  School  Attendance  Officers  were  asked 
to  notify  as  promptly  as  possible  all  cases  or  suspected  cases  of 
the  disease  among  children  attending  the  various  Schools.  The 
cases  were  then  immediately  investigated  by  the  Inspectors  of 
the  Health  Department  and,  if  the  children  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  Measles  and  to  have  been  at  school  while  in  the 
early  infectious  stage,  this  fact  was  reported  to  the  Teachers, 
together  with  information  as  to  when  the  fresh  crop  of  cases, 
resulting  from  the  infection  from  the  previous  case  or  cases, 
was  to  be  expected.  The  Teachers  were  asked  to  keep  a sharp 
outlook  in  the  class  or  classes  afiected  for  children  suffering 
from  the  early  catarrhal  symptoms  of  Measles  each  morning  as 
the  children  arrived  at  School,  and  to  take  extra  precautions  in 
this  respect  during  the  6 days’  period  when  the  fresh  crop  of 
cases  was  to  be  expected. 

The  success  of  this  method,  of  course,  depends  on  the 
promptitude  with  which  the  Teacher  detects  and  excludes  the 
second  crop  of  cases  as  they  occur.  The  results  obtained  during 
the  year  were  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  the  method  being 
adopted  in  54  instances  and  only  failing  in  6. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  effect  of  closing  the  Infant 
Department,  or  excluding  unprotected  children,  on  account  of 
the  prevalence  of  Measles. 
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TABLE  VII 


School 

St.  Mary’s  R.C.  Infants 

Moss  Street  Infants  ... 

Audley  Range  infants 
Audley  Range  Infants 


Emmanuel  Infan's  ... 

Mill  Hill  Council 

Infants 

St.  Matthew’s  Infants 
St.  Peter’s  R.C  Infants 
St.  Joseph’s  Infants  ... 
Park  Road  Infants  ... 
Bangor  Street  Infants 
Christ  Church  Infants 
Mauddey  Street  Infants 
St.  Barnabas’  Infants 

All  Saints’  Infants 

St.  Silas’  Infants  


Cases  occwrrini; 

16  days  lx- fore 

closure 

r- 

- 7, 

= c 

b 0 

T.  ^ 

i; 

.E  5 

b X 

Z lu 

.r, 

% "Z  Z 

S. 

.3  , 

... 

... 

! 

13 

4 

7 

5 

4 

5 

1 

20 

1 

23 

22 

3 

1 

16 

3 

3 

11 

9 

6 

... 

1 

11 

1 

1 

! 13 

10 

I 19 

14 

5 

... 

1 

6 

22 

1 

13 

4 

20 

15 

1 

Rlm  \kks 


Only  unprotected  chil- 
dren excluded  for  if> 
diy<. 

Only  clas.ses  3 and  4 
e.xcluded  for  1 6 days 

.As  the  c.ises  were  crm- 
fined  to  Class  1 an 
attempt  was  made  to 
deal  with  the  out- 
break l»y  (udy  exclud- 
ing^ the  unprotected 
children  attending 
this  class.  Cases  con- 
tinued to  occur  how- 
ever throughout  the 
Infant  Department 

and  the  whole  I )epart- 
ment  was  closed. 

\\  hole  Department 

closed. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

i do. 

I do. 

do. 

do. 

This  Department  was 
closed  from  Dec  3rd 
till  end  of  Christmas 
Holidays^ 


35 


The  following  Table  indicates  the  number  of  cases  of 
Measles  reported  monthly  in  each  School  during  1914. 


TABLE  VilL— Measles  in  Schools  during  1914. 


S('!U)c)r<. 

it 

Feb. 

Mar. 

May 

JL 

u. 

0 

X 

Oct. 

X 

1 

Accrington  Itoad  

5 

2 

1 

7 

4 

4 ... 

• • 23 

Andlcy  Kange  

14 

9 

10 

21 

9 

1 

...  64 

All  Saints^  

2 

3 

2 

6 

14 

4 31 

Bank  Toi>  

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 ... 

. 

8 

Bangor  Street  

1 

9 

26 

1 

• • 37 

Biakey  Moor  C 

1 

1 

...  2 

Cedar  Street  

1 

1 

1 

...  3 

Chri«t  C'liurcli  

2 

13 

30 

”2 

”5 

52 

I'lninianuel  

37 

14 

1 

1 53 

Burthergate  

2 

3 

7 

...  12 

Bour  laiMts  End  

1 

1 

Grifiin  

1 

2 

”7 

...  10 

Higher  Elenientary  ... 

1 

1 ... 

2 

Holy  Ti  inity  

2 

1 

...  3 

liower  Darwen  C 

9 

3 

...  12 

Mill  Hill  C 

4 

19 

6 

1 

..  30 

Moss  Street  

12 

12 

1 

15 

...  40 

Mandslev  Street  

1 

14 

1 ... 

1 

...  17 

Norfolk  Street  

2 

6 

2 

1 

...  11 

Barish  Higher  Gra<le 

1 

1 

1 ... 

3 

Bark  Boael  

2 

"4 

26 

1 

1 34 

St.  Alban’s  

23 

5 

1 

1 

...  30 

ILG 

St.  Anne’s  

18 

27 

r.!  45 

St.  Andrew’s  

"l 

’2 

...  3 

St.  Barnabas’  

"4 

25 

”1 

1 

’’2  .!. 

1 

...  34 

St.  Bartholomew’s  

"2 

i 

1 

1 

6 

St.  Gabriel’s  

i 

1 

2 

St.  James’  C.E 

1 

3 

11 

...  15 

,,  Guide  

,,  Black-a-Moor 

St.  John’s  ■ 

i 

”4 

”2 

1 

“2 

10 

St.  Joseph’s  

’2 

20 

1 

...  23 

St.  Luke’s  

1 

1 

1 

2 

"i 

i 

...  7 

St.  Michael’s  

2 

1 3 

6 

...  11 

St.  Matthew’s  

3 

' 9 

; 10 

...  22 

St.  Mary’s  B.C 

20 

3 

...  23 

St.  Paul’s  

2 

16 

.14 

6 

1 

...  ' 39 

St.  Stephen’s  

1 !!.’ 

5 

3 

...  ; 8 

St.  Silas’  

‘2 

‘2 

18 

' 13  ! 35 

St.  Peter’s  C.E 

i ••• 

28 

”2 

1 

”i 

...  ' 32 

St.  Peter’s  E.C 

*8 

33 

3 

...  1 44 

St.  Thomas’  

"3 

* 4 

i "3 

1 

1 2 

i ' 

...  : 13 

Sacred  Heart  

2 

... 

1 

... 

"2 

...  4 

Private  School  

1 

Wensley  Fold  

1 

i ^ 

’2 

3 

Cherry  Tree  N 

i "i 

1 2 

Wittou  Infants  

"i 

1 

1 '2 

...  ■ 3 

Pe^ent  Street  

1 

!■■■ 

■ ■ ■ 

1 

Totals  

68 

190 

164 

]220 

1 

96 

29 

30  ... 

3 

8 

35 

20  i863 

1 . 
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Whooping  Gough. 

280  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  from  the  Schools 
during  1914,  as  compared  with  66  during  1913. 

In  only  141  cases,  or  50.3  per  cent.,  a medical  man  was 
in  attendance. 

On  account  of  the  prevalence  of  this  disease,  the  Infant 
Department  of  Mill  Hill  Council  School  was  closed  on 
December  18th  for  3 weeks. 

Tlie  following  Table  indicates  the  number  of  cases  of 
Whooping  Cough  reported  monthly  in  each  School  during 
1914. 
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TABLE  IX.— Whooping  Cough  in  Schools  during  1914. 


SCHOOI. 


c. 


(jl  I 


le 


Accrington  Jtoad 
Audley  Kange  . 

All  Saints’  

Hank  Top  

Bangor  Street .. 

Hlakey  Alooi-  C 
Cedar  Street  ... 

Christ  Church 

Emmanuel  

Fuithergate  ... 

Four  Lanes  End 

Griffin  

Higher  Elemontar 
Holy  Trinity 
Lower  J3ai wen 
Mill  Hill  . 

Moss  Street  ... 
Alaudsley  Street 
Norfolk  Street 
Farish  Higher 

Park  Load  

St.  Alban’s  .... 

H.G. 

St.  Anne’s  

St.  Andrew’s 
St.  Barnabas’ 

St.  Bartholomew 
St.  Gabriel’s  . 

St.  James  C.E. 

,,  Guide 

,,  Black-a-Mooi 

St.  John’s  

St.  Joseph’s 

St.  Luke’s  

St.  Aiichael’s  . 

St.  Afatthew’s 
St.  Alary’s  E.C. 

St.  Paul’s  

St.  Stephen’s  . 

St.  Silas’  

St.  Peter’s  C.E 
„ „ R.C 

St.  Thomas’ 

Sacred  Heart  . 

Wensley  Fold 
Witton  Infants 


Totals 
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4 

1 

6 
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2 

3 

1 

1 

”7 

7 

3 
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1 

4 

3 

7 

11 

28 

19 

37 

45 

16 

68 

46 

280 
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Ghickenpox. 

2'39  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  from  the  Schools 
during-  1914,  as  compared  with  260  cases  during  1913. 

Ill  67  cases,  or  28.0  per  cent.,  a medical  man  was  in 
attendance. 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  number  of  reported  cases 
of  Chickenpox,  occurring  monthly,  in  each  School,  during 
1914. 
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TABLE  X.— Chickenpox  in  Schools  during  1914. 


School. 


Accrington  Road  

Andlfcv  Range  

All  Saints^  

Bank  Top  

Bangor  Street 

Blakey  Moor  C 

Cedar  Street  

Christ  Churcli  

Rinmaniiel  

Rurthergate  

Four  Lanes  Fnd  

Griffin  

Higher  lOleinentary  ... 

Holy  Trinity  

Lower  Bar  wen  (' 

Mill  Hill  C 

Moss  Street  

Maiidsley  Street  

Norfolk  Street  

Parish  Higher  G rade 

Park  Road  

St.  Alban’s  

„ H.G 

St.  Anne’s  

St.  AndreAv’s  

St.  Barnabas’  

St.  Bartholomew’s  

St.  Gabriel’s  

St.  James  C.E 

Guide  

,,  Black-a-iMoor 

St.  John’s  

St.  Joseph’s  

St.  Luke’s  

St.  Michael’s  

St.  MattheAv’s  

St.  Mary’s  R.C 

St.  Paul’s  

St.  Stephen’s  

St.  Silas’  

St.  Peter’s  C.E 

St.  Peter’s  R.C 

St.  Thomas’  

Sacred  Heart  

Wensley  Fold  

Regent  Street  

Wittou  Infants  

Cherry  Tree  N 


Totals 
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1 1 
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1 5 
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. ...  7 


5 

1 

7 

10 


3 6 

3 i 

3 "2 
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11 

6 

9 

8 

2 

8 
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12 
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2 

1 

11 
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1 

1 

1 


16 


24 


239 
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Mumps. 

609  cases  of  Mumps  were  reported  from  tlie  Schools  during 
1914,  compared  with  195  cases  during  1913. 

In  121  cases,  or  20.0  per  cent.,  a medical  man  was  in 
attendance. 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  number  of  cases  of 
Mumps  reported  monthly  in  each  School  during  1914. 
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TABLE  Xl.~-Mumps  in  Schools  during  19U. 


School. 

X 

Feb. 

S 

< 

x' 

I uiie 

July 

bi,  d.  ^ 

= 1/  > 

< 75 

Accrington  Road  

15 

19 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Aiidley  Range  

2 

4 

5 

2 

1 

1 

All  Saints"  

2 

Rank  Top  

i 

’2 

'2 

1 

'4 

1 2 

Bangor  Street 

3 

2 

15 

6 

1 

Blakey  Moor  C 

1 

3 

Cedar  Street  

28 

58 

6 

Christ  Church  

7 

14 

10 

’2 

”4 

’’’  1 

Emmanuel  

1 

1 

Eurthergate  

ii 

3 

i 

...  ...  ..^  ..^ 

Eour  Lanes  End  

1 

1 

Griffin  

1 

•••  1 

Higher  Elementary  ... 

1 

Holy  Trinity  

Lower  Darwen  C 

Mill  Hill  C 

i 

i 

Moss  Street  

1 

3 

4 

i 

•••  i 

Maudsley  Street  

1 

...  1 

Norfolk  Street  

2 

Parish  Higher  Grade 

1 

i 

1 

’2 

"e 

!!!  •••  1 

Park  Road  

2 

12 

3 

St.  Alban's  

1 

2 

1 

H.G 

St.  Anne's  

"i 

”2 

’2 

"e 

"2 

10 

! . "2 

St.  Andrew's  

”1 

1 

1 

St.  Barnabas'  

1 

1 

St.  Bartholomew's  

'2 

11 

'2 

1 

!!!  1 !!! 

St.  Gabriel's  

1 

4 

4 

i 

St.  James  C.E 

"3 

2 

2 

,,  Guide  

1 

,,  Black-a-Moor 

i 

St.  John's  

1 

16 

13 

"2 

'2 

St.  Joseph’s 

17 

28 

7 

1 

2 

2 

1 ...  ", 

St.  Luke's  

! 2 

5 

4 

2 

1 

St.  Michael's  

St.  Matthew's  

’’3 

1 ’l 

’i 

i 

St.  Mary's  R.C 

... 

i 

1 .!  !!! 

St.  Paul's  

"i 

1 

’ i 

i 

1 

St.  Stephen's  

4 

1 

St.  Silas'  

37 

i’i 

...  i 

C Peter’s  C.E 

4 

1 

1 

”5 

’2 

2 

St.  Peter's  R.C 

St.  Thomas'  

"3 

’4 

"1 

2 

"3 

"i 

’’i 

!!!  i 

Sacred  Heart  

2 

Wensley  Fold  

1 

1 

!!'.  r.!  "i 

Witton  Infants  

Regent  Street  

! i 

1 

1 

Totals  

113 

171 

162 

59 

41 

6 

31 

...  3 4 12 ' 

41 

15 

2 

13 

27 

4 

92 

38 

2 

17 

2 

2 

1 


2 

10 

3 
2 

12 

17 
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27 

3 

5 
17 
10 

7 
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14 

"e 
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5 

75 

15 
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2 
3 
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TABLE  XII. 


Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Enteric  Fever 
amongst  Schooi  Chiidren  removed  to  Hospitai. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphth- 
1 eria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Number  of  notified  cases  occurring 
amongst  Children  attending  School 

477 

23 

3 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital 
amongst  Children  attending  School 

i 

386 

13 

3 

Percentage  of  cases  removed  to 
Hospital  amongst  Children  attend- 
ing School  

78-8 

56-5 

100-0 

Total  number  of  cases  notified  in  the 
Borough  

704 

62 

32 

Total  number  of  cases  removed  to 
Hospital  

- 560 

37 

26 

Percentage  of  cases  removed  to 
Hospital  from  the  whole  Borough... 

79'5 

597 

8T2 

SECTION  IV. 


Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  in  Blackburn 

during  1914. 
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IV.— MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

tlie  greatei-  part  of  tJie  year  tliis  work  Jias  been 
eariied  out  by  Dr.  Young. 

Tlie  method  of  JNJedieal  Inspection  of  School  Cliihlren 
which  lias  been  (lescri])ed  in  previous  reports  lias  been  con- 
tinued during  tlie  year  under  review. 

As  far  as  jiossible  all  children  are  examined  on  entering 
and  just  before  leaving  School.  An  atleni])t  has  also  been 
made  to  examine  tlnmi  at  an  inl<uni(‘dial(‘  age-jieiiod, 
namely  8 to  0 years,  but  as  there  was  no  School  Medical 
Inspector  during  the  months  of  i\larch  and  Ajiril  and  it 
was  necessary  during  the  latt(*r  ])ai-t  of  the  year  for 
the  School  Medical  Insjiector  to  give  some  assistance 
in  the  general  jiublic  health  work  of  the  Borough, 
the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Ewing,  having 
been  called  away  on  active  service,  the  number  of  children 
examined  at  this  intermediate  age-period  is  not  large. 

During  the  latter  ])art  of  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestion  of  one  of  the  Medical  Inspectors  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  certain  moditications  were  made  in  the  Medical 
Inspection  work.  Parents  are  notified  of  the  date  when 
their  children  will  be  inspected  at  the  Schools  and  are 
invited  to  attend.  A more  thorough  test  is  made  of  the 
child’s  hearing  and  a more  complete  examination  of  the  lungs 
carried  out.  This  more  detailed  examination  has  involved  a 
greater  expenditure  of  the  Medical  Inspector’s  time  on  the 
routine  examination  of  each  child  and  has  diminished  to  a 
(‘eidain  extent  the  number  of  children  examined  at  each 
inspection. 

The  time  occupied  by  the  inspection  varies  considerably 
according  to  the  age  of  the  child.  The  average  number  of 
children  examined  per  hour  is  12  to  13.  The  vision  and 
hearing  of  children  under  7 years  of  age  are  not  tested. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  whereby  every  child 
who  has  been  found  to  be  defective  is  re-examined  at  each 
subsequent  visit  paid  by  the  Medical  Inspector  to  the  Schools 
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until  the  defect  from  which  the  child  is  suffering  has  been 
remedied.  By  this  means  it  is  definitely  ascertained  whether 
or  no  treatment  has  been  obtained.  If  treatment  has  been 
obtained,  the  nature  of  such  treatment  and  its  effect  are  noted ; 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  child  has  not  received  treatment,  it 
is  noted  whether  or  no  the  defect  has  become  more  serious  and, 
if  necessary,  further  steps  are  then  taken  to  induce  the  parents 
to  obtain  treatment. 

At  each  routine  inspection  the  Medical  Inspector  encour- 
ages the  teachers  to  submit  for  special  examination  any 
children  considered  by  them  to  be  defective. 

This  more  detailed  examination,  especially  of  the  lungs 
and  hearing  of  each  child,  makes  the  question  of  the  suitability 
of  the  accommodation  provided  at  the  Schools  for  the 
inspections  an  important  one. 


Accommodation  provided  at  the  Schools  for  Medical 
Inspection. 

In  35  instances  a room  was  put  at  the  disposal  of  the 
School  Medical  Inspector  for  carrying  out  the  inspection.  On 
13  occasions  the  examination  had  to  be  performed  in  classrooms 
in  which  other  children  were  being  taught,  and  on  13  occasions 
in  cloakrooms.  In  only  23  out  of  a total  of  61  instances  was 
the  accommodation  provided  good;  in  15  instances  it  was  bad, 
file  room  being  cold  or  unventilated. 

For  the  purpose  of  testing  vision  a good  light  is  essential, 
but  this  is  often  difficult  to  obtain.  Of  53  occasions  on  which 
vision  testing  was  carried  out,  the  light  was  good  on  IT  and 
bad  on  11.  On  9 occasions  the  testing  had  to  be  done  in  the 
playground,  on  8 in  a cloakroom,  on  8 in  an  occupied  class^ 
room,  and  on  7 in  a corridor. 

The  ''  forced  whisper  ” test  for  hearing  recommended  by 
file  Board  of  Education  is  very  difficult  to  carry  out  satisfac- 
torily in  the  majority  of  the  schools.  Out  of  49  occasions  on 
which  the  test  was  carried  out,  accommodation  for  the  purpose 
was  good  in  only  11  instances,  and  in  18  it  was  bad,  some  of 
the  Schools  being  very  noisy.  It  was  usually  carried  out  in  a 


cloakroum,  corridor,  empty  classroom,  clubroom,  &c.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  tire  drawbacks  to  a complete  and  satisfactory 
medical  inspection  of  the  children  in  the  Blackburn  Schools 
are  not  inconsiderable. 

The  parents  or  guardians  of  over  37  per  cent,  of  the 
children  attended  the  inspections.  In  only  3 or  4 instances 
have  objections  to  inspection  been  made  by  the  parents,  and  in 
a similar  number  of  cases  it  lias  been  reported  that  the  teachers 
liave  had  reason  to  believe  that  cliildien  have  been  kept  at 
liome  in  order  to  evade  inspection.  On  the  other  liand  there 
have  been  cases  in  which  parents  have  asked  to  see  the  Medical 
Inspector  during  his  visits  to  the  Schools  for  the  purpose  of 
consulting  him  on  matters  connected  with  their  children's 
health  and  attendance  at  School. 


I wish  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  School 
Teachers  for  their  willing  and  valuable  co-operation. 


The  co-ordination  which  has  been  established  firmly 
between  the  Public  Health  work  and  the  School  Medical  work 
in  Blackburn  lias  been  of  special  advantage  in  dealing  with  the 
various  Infectious  Diseases,  and  has  facilitated  the  administra- 
tion of  these  two  important  branches  of  preventive  medicine 
throughout. 


The  total  number  of  children  examined  at  the  routine 
inspection  during  the  year  was  5,056. 


These  5,056  children  ivere  composed  of  the  following 


groups  : — 

A.  — Entrants  , 2523 

B.  — Children  Examined  at  Intermediate 

Age-Period  (8 — 9)  843 

C.  — Leavers  1690 


The  above-named  groups  of  children  will  now  be  referred 
fo  i<P/riatiw. 


49 


A.— ENTEANTS  OE  KEWLY  ADMITTED  CHILDEEY. 

The  majority  of  these  2,523  children  were  below  the  age  of 
T years.  They  consisted  of  1,251  boys  and  1,272  girls. 

Table  XIII.  shows  these  children  arranged  according  to 
age,  sex  and  numbers  examined  at  the  various  Schools. 

Tables  XI Y.,  XY.  and  XYI.  contain  particulars  as  to 
height  and  weight  for  males  and  females  respectively. 

The  average  heights  have  been  recorded  in  inches  and 
centimetres,  and  the  average  weights  in  pounds  and  kilo- 
grammes. 

The  defects  found  amongst  these  2523  children  appear  in 
Tables  XYII.  to  XX. 
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TABLE  XIII. 

Numbers  and  age  periods  of  the  newly  admitted  children  examined. 
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St.  Andrew's  

St.  Barnabas  

St.  Bartholomew’s  ... 
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St.  James’s  C.E 

,,  Guide  

,,  Black-a-M'r 

St.  John's  
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11  TO  12  YEARS. 
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height 
in  centi- 
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St.  Aiuirew^s  

St.  Harnabas^  

St.  llartholoiiiew’s  ... 

St.  Gabrier.s  

St.  .lanu's’O.E 

,,  Guide  

,,  lllack-a-M’r 

St.  John’s  

St.  Joseph’s  

St.  Luke’s  

St  MichaeLs  

St.  Matthew’s  

St.  IMary’s  R.C 

St.  Paurs  

St.  Stephen’s  

St.  Silas^  

St.  Peter's  C.E 

,,  R.C 

St.  Thomas’  

Sacred  Heart  

Wensley  Fold  

Witton  Infants  

Averages  i 
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5 TO  6 YEARS. 
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in  kilo- 
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Average 
height 
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SCHOOL 

St.  Andrew’s  

SI.  J^avnabas’  

St.  BaTtholomeAv’s 

St.  GabrioLs  

St.  James’ (^'.E 

„ Guide  

,,  Black-a-M’r- 

St.  John’s  

St.  Joseoh’s  

St.  T.nke’s  

St.  Michael’s  

St.  Matthew’s  

St.  Mary’s  E .C 

St.  Paul  s 

St.  Stephen’s  

St.  Silas’  

St.  Peter’s  C.E.  

„ E.C 

St.  Tliomas’  

Sacred  Heart  

Wensley  Fold  

Witton  Infants  

Averages  i 
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8 TO  9 YEARS. 

Averagre 

we'ght 

in  ki  o- 

granimes 

l>[>Lpipcp  [>  CO  COCOCOCOCDOO 
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pounds 

CM  O , rp  _ <M  cp  ’T' 
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:b  ;Lb  ;[>(Mcb  ; -t-H  • ; O ; COt>  -(OSCOcb  'tH 
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height 

in 
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(bid  ■ CM  CM  • d cb  <M  rd  d CM  ; id  LO  CM  id  cb  id  ; id  i cm 

dd  dd  dddddd  dxerddd  d d d 

SCHOOL. 

Accrington  Road  

Andley  Range  

All  Saints^  

Bank  Top  

Bangor  Street  

Blakey  Moor  C 

Cedar  Street  

Christ  Church  

Emmanuel  

Furthergate  

Four  Lanes  End  

Griffin  

Higher  Elementary  ... 

Holy  Trinity  

Lower  Darwen  C 

Mill  Hill  C 

Moss  Street  

Atandsley  Street  

Norfolk  Street  

Parish  Higher  Grade... 

Park  Road  

St.  Alban’s  

St.  Alban’s  H.Gr 

St,  Anne’s  
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8 TO  9 YEARS. 
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7 TO  8 YEARS. 

^•-5  5 
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<1  •-  fcf 
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p 
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weight 
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■ 

pC3  iprp  0 Cp[>X  (O  LO  pc^cp 
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TABLE  XVIII. 


Conditions,  etc.,  found  amongst  the  1251  Boys  examined 

as  entrants. 
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Medium. 

Bad. 
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Dull  and  Backward  
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Mentally  Deficient  

....  0.08 
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....  0.2 

per 


cent. 
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Infectious  and  Contagious  Di&eases — 

Infectious  Diseases  0.2 

Infectious  Skin  Diseases  0.9 

Skin  Diseases  0.0 

I hun  t and  Circulatory  Disease  2.7 

Lung  Disease  (other  tlianTuberculosis)  4.0 
Xervous  Disorders  0.4 
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TABLE  XIX Continued. 

FEMALES.— Conditions,  Defeots,  etc.,  found  in  the  1272  newly  admitted  female  Children  examined. 
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Conditions,  etc.,  found  amongst  the  1272  Girls  examined 
as  entrants. 


Excellent. 

Cood. 

Medium. 

Bad. 

Nutrition 

Percentage 

22-9 

I’ercentage 

5T2 

Percentage 

23*4 

Percentage 

2-4 

Clothing  

85'6 

12-9 

1-4 

Footgear 

92-2 

70 

0-7 

Cleanliness  

68T 

24  0 

7-8 

Teeth  

16-2 

55T 

28-6 

Enlarged  Tonsils  were  found  in  9.0 
of  the  gills  examined. 

Adenoids  ‘J.O 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  1.5 

Enlarged  Xeck  (ilands — 

Marked  Enlargement  0.7 

Slight  Enlargement  IS.O 

External  Ej^e  Defects  ^.9 

Middle  Ear  Defects  0.0 

Speech  Defects  0.9 

Mental  C^ondition — 

Dull  and  Backward  0.7 

Mentally  Deficient  0.07 

Tuberculosis  0.1 

llickets  1.0 

Deformities  1.1 

Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases — 

Infectious  Diseases  O.I 

Infectious  Skin  Diseases  1.2 

Skin  Diseases  1.0 

Heart  and  Circulatoiy  Disease  1.9 

LungDisease  (otherthaiiTuberculosis)  2.7 
Xervous  Disorders  0.07 


per  cent. 


>* 


5* 


}' 


B.— CHILDREN  EXAMINED  EOR  THE  SECOND  TIME. 


This  group  comprises  those  children  examined  at  8 — 9 
years  of  age.  They  have  been  examined  medically  at  a previous 
routine  inspection  at  School. 

848  children  were  examined  during  the  year,  and  they 
consisted  of  425  boys  and  418  girls. 

Table  XXI.  shows  these  843  children  arranged  according 
to  sex  and  number  examined  at  the  various  Schools,  and  also 
contains  particulars  of  average  heights  and  weights  for  males 
and  females  lespectively. 

The  defects  found  amongst  these  843  children  appear  in 
Tables  XXII.  to  XXY. 


TABLE  XXI. 

Intermediate  Examinations  at  8-9  years  of  ag^e. 
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TABLE  XXII. 

MALES.— Conditions,  Defects,  etc.,  found  in  the  4-25  Males  examined  at  the  intermediate  age  period. 
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TABLE  XXII.— Continued. 

MALES.— Conditions,  Defects,  etc.,  found  in  the  425  Males  examined  at  the  intermediate  ag^e  period. 
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TABLE  XXIII. 

Conditions,  etc.,  found  amongst  the  425  Boys  examined  at 
the  intermediate  age  period. 


Excellent. 

Good. 

1 _ i 

Medium. 

bad. 

■ 

nerceiitage 

Percentage  | 

Percentage 

Percentage 

Nutrition 

18T 

57  0 

22-5 

2-3 

Clothing  

73-4 

23-5 

30 

Footgear 

830 

14T 

2-8 

Cleatiliness 

68-7 

25-8 

5-4 

Teeth  

8-9  1 

41-8 

49*2 

Enlarged  Tonsils  were  found  iji  9.4 
of  tlie  boys  examined. 

Adenoids  1.1 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ...  1.9 

Enlaiged  Neck  Glands — ■ 

Marked  Enlargement  1.9 

vSlight  Enlargement  39.9 

External  Eye  Defects  ‘^,1 

Middle  Ear  Detects  0.0 

Speech  Defects  1.9 

Mental  Condition- — 

Dull  and  Backward  1.9 

Mentally  Deficient  0.0 

Tuberculosis  0.2 

Bickets  1.4 

Deformities  0.4 

Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases — 

Infectious  Diseases  0.2 

Infectious  Skin  Diseases  0.2 

Skin  Diseases  0.7 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  3.5 

LungDisease(otlierthanTuberculosis)  1.6 
Nervous  Disorders  0.2 


per  cent. 
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TABLE  XXIV. 

FEMALEG.— Conditions,  Defects,  etc.,  found  in  the  418  Femaies  examined  at  the  intermediate  age  period. 
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TABLE  XXIY.— Continued, 
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TABLE  XXV. 

Conditions,  etc.i  found  amongst  the  4-18  Girls  examined  at 
the  intermediate  age  period. 


1 

Excellent,  i Good. 

! 

Medium. 

Bad. 

Percentage  j Percentage 

Percentage 

Percentage 

Nutritioo 1 

167  i 49-3 

31-8 

2T 

Clothing 

i 75T 

19-3 

5-5 

Footgear  

90-0 

i 7 8 

2T 

Cleanliness  

i 44-0 

i 40-2 

15  7 

'Teeth  

1 11-5 

i 44-2 

44*2 

Enlarged  T(3iisils  were  found  in 
of  the  girls  examined. 

Adenoids  

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  

Enlarged  Aeck  Glands — 

Marked  Enlargement  

Slight  Enlargement  

External  Eye  Defects  

Middle  Ear  Defects  

Speech  Defects  

Mental  Condition — 

Dull  and  Backward  

Mentally  Deficient  

Tuberculosis  

Rickets  

Deformities  

Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases — 

Infections  Diseases  

Infectious  Skin  Diseases  

Skin  Disease  

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  

LungDiseasefotherthanTuberculosis) 
Xervous  Disorders  


9.5  per 

2.1 

I.T 


34.2 

2.G 

0.2 

0.7 

1.2 

0.0 

0.0 

1.2 

0.4 

0.0 

1.9 

0.9 

2.1 

1.4 

0.0 


cent. 
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C.— LExVYEES. 

In  this  group,  1,690  children,  comprising  860  boys  and  830 
girls,  were  examined  between  the  ages  of  12  and  14  years. 

Uf  these,  1,517  children,  773  boj^-s  and  744  girls  were 
between  12  and  13  years  of  age. 

Table  XX  YI.  shows  these  1,690  children  arranged 
according  to  age,  sex  and  number  examined  at  the  yarious 
Schools. 


Tables  XXYII.  and  XXYIII.  contain  particulars  of 
aveiage  heights  and  weights  in  various  age-periods  for  males 
and  females  respectively. 

Tables  XXIX.  to  XXXII.  show  the  defects  found  amongst 
the  1,690  leavers. 


TABLE  XXVI.— Number  of  Leavers  Examined. 
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TABLE  XXVI.— Continued.— Number  of  Leavers  Examined. 
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CN3  I>  0;i  CD  0 CD  LO  0 CO  CO  0 CNl  rH  OD  lO  t>  00  CO  * 

CO  CM  CN]  CM  tH  .H  1-1  0 LO  CO  CC  CO  CO  CO  ^ r-l  CO  CO  .-(  CO  : 

1690 

Total. 

00  CM  .-1  C35  0 CO  rH  =rt- CD  O)  CO  CO  LO 'cr  c:)  t-h  I-H  t-l  • 

•-Ht— (rHT— . COCO.-HrHr— ICOCM’— ItH  i— iCOt— (CO 

o 

CO 

CO 

CO  0 CO  r-H  I>  0 ^ CO  CO  C75  0 ^ CO  CD  CD  td- CD  CD  CM  0 : 

r-ii-H'— Ir— ( "^CO  I— (i— It— (CMrHCOT-Hr— II— 1 1— ( 

o 

CD 

00 

14  years  and  upwards. 

<35 

1-H 

13-14  years. 

;rHt-liHi-l  ; :r-(«d"  ;CDi— IrHi-H  ;C0  ;r-ILOCOCO  : 

LL  1 

• 00  rH  : ; ; r-(  • • ; • ; . CO  : ; : : : : 

CD 

[> 

12-13  years. 

CO  i-(  CO  0 CO  [>  CD  0 0 CD  iH  00  I-H  CO  CD  CO  CO  CD  <35  CX)  ; 

I—It— It— lT-^  COCOrHi— It— ((MCMi— (i— 1 I— Ir- 1 i-H 

'd- 

'd- 

1 S 

cocoooo[>o^cr>rHa)0'^'^cococo*^cococN]i>  ; 

t-H  tH  rH  CO  CQ  rH  rH  rH  OQ  i — 1 03  iH  i-H  i-H 

i 

1 773 

SCHOOL 

St.  Andrew's  

St.  Barnabas'  

St.  Bartbolomew's  

St.  Gabriel's  

St.  James'  C.E 

St.  James',  Guide  

St.  James',  Black-a-Moor 

St.  John's  

St.  Joseph's  

St.  liiike's  

St.  Michael's  

St.  Matthew's  

St.  Alary's  E.C 

St.  Paul's  

St.  Stephen's  

St,  Silas'  

St.  Peter's  C.E 

St.  Peter's  R.C 

St.  Thomas'  

Sacred  Heart  

Wensley  Fold  

Witton  Infants'  

Totals  

MALES.— Leavers  Examined. 
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14  years  and  upwards. 

<U  , 

u be-  = 

^ s:  5 

CO 

CO  CO  CO 

I .Avtrai:e 

wei.iht 

in 

pounds 

cp p..co. 

CO  t>  ; ■ CO  : 

00  r-  CX3 

Avt  rage 
hripht 
in  centi- 
metres 

0 0..00. 

Lo  lo  ::  t>  : 

£ bio  c 
^ ‘S'" 

< .= 

57- 1 

57*1 

58- 2 

13-14  years. 

£ 

E 

< ^ -s  ‘“r 

cp c^-epp  .ppp  . .t>p  . .ppppp 

; ; cd  cn  ; cb  : : cni  : ; ub  tL  uo 

CO  CO  CO  UO  CO  CO  coco  COCOCOCO'^ 

Average 

weight 

in 

pounds 

p rH(>p  .ppp  . pp  . .peppo 

05  : : ; ..-^cbo  tHi-hcn)  . c^cb  : ^t^-coebebb) 

CO  COC'CO  05  00  00  t-CD  I>L^I>t>C35 

Average 
height 
in  centi- 
metres 

9-  P p ppp  PP  . P P P P ?■ 

CD  • • • :rH[>oo  ;00o-0  ; 03'^  ; Werwcbco 

CO  ^ CO  LO  ':T  lO  CO  'ct  CO  CO UO 

I— ( r— (1— (I-H  f— Ir— (I— 1 I— (I— t .—11— 

Average 

height 

in 

inches 

CO [>Op  ppp  . .pp  . .ppi-icoo 

cio  : ; : t :uO'b-(>i  ebebeb  : :cNicb  : :cbfbcNicbo 

lO  lOUOCD  lOUOlO  UOlo  lOUOUOUOCD 

12-13  years. 

£ bJO-;-  C 
^ ‘o  '^  £ 

p p p p . p p P p p p p p p p p p p p p p 

oo4}--L,Lc^  :AiTbcbcoc?ocNicb.-i<r)ocbcbcb5bAiATc^Tb 
CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO 

Average 

weight 

in 

pounds 

ot^pcop  pppppppiHpppppCOOCOCOO 
cbuocbocb  oocorHce-ocooej-c^r-iearHcbocciciocb 
oi>cDoi>  [>i>ooi>i>[>t>i>coi>r'[>[>i>[>[>o 

Average 
height 
in  centi- 
metres 

■p  P p p P p p p p p p p p p p p p p p p rH 

UOOUOUOO  c^U05^':^CDUOi-IUOC35COCO^CD  — 'buOCNJtjt 

CO  CO  CO  CO  COCOCOCOCOOj’^COCOOjCOCOCO^COCO^VCO 

1— t 1-H  i—t  rH  1-H  r— t rH  i— < rH  i-H  rH  t— H rH  i— ( 1— I 1— j r— I tH  rH  i-H  rH  rH 

Average 

height 

in 

inches 

! 

COCO^pCO  .ppopppppppppppouoooo 
cbcbcocb'b  ^cNicococococouocouooQcocbcbi-ocbcbcbtN] 
lOcOlouOUO  UOUOuOUOUOUOUOUOUOUOUOUOLCiLQLOUOUOLO 

1 

SCHOOL 

Accrington  Koad  

Andley  Range  

All  Saints  

Rank  Top  

Rangor  Street  

Rlakey  Moor  C 

Cedar  Street  

Christ  Cliurcli  

Emmanuel  

Furthergate  

Four  Lanes  End  

tlriffin  

Higher  Elementary  

Holy  Trinity  

Lower  Darwen  C 

Mill  Hill  C 

Moss  Street  

Maudsley  Street  

INortolK  Street  

Parish  Higher  Grade  ... 

Park  Road  

St.  Alban^s  

St.  Alban7s  Higher  Grade 
St.  Anne's  

1 


TABLE  XXVII.— Continued. 
MALES.  —Leavers  Examined. 
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14  years  and  upwards. 

Average 
weig-ht 
in  kilo- 

gr’ mines 

06 ‘6 

Average 

weight 

in 

pounds 

cp 

0 

CO 

Average 
height 
in  centi- 
metres 

146-0 

Average 

he’ght 

in 

inches 

i 

I 

lC 

-O 

13-14  years. 

1 

31-7 

36-2 

35*6 

36-5 

40-7 

c 

[> 

CO 

Average 

weight 

in 

pounds 

70 -0 

80-0 

78-5 

80-7 

89-9 

1 

Average 
height 
in  centi- 
metres 

1 

: oD  -o  : ; ; OD  ^ ; i : ' : ; 

CO  ^ lO 

I— t I— 1 1— ( r- 1 I— 1 

p 

cb 

rH 

Average 

height 

ill 

inches 

54*5 

55- 5 

56- 3 

57- 0 

... 

60-2 

I CD 

1 

i 

12-13  years. 

Average 
weight 
in  kilo- 
frr’mmes 

(»  LO  LO  CO  l>  [>  0 M t>  Cp  03  LO  I>  CO  03  rH  Lp  c- CO 

CO  CO  tL  ,H  tL  CO  CO  -L  LO  CO  rH  rL  tH  CO  CO  CO  CO  CNI  CO  <0  : 

COCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCJCOCOCOCOCO 

'■  r- 
cb 
CO 

Average 

weight 

in 

pounds 

'^CpCpocpO<Xlcpo^cpP'^LC=^«jJ-LpcX)t>THCp  . 

CO  CD  rH  cin  cin  0 (O  rL  cb  cj)  CO  0 0 C35  CO 'j- cb  1-1  (O  >-H  : 

t>[>OCDCDL--L''-I>l>-l>[>C'-L'-COL''[>I>[>C'-I>t> 

72-1 

Average 
height 
in  centi 
metres 

cLAnC'-cDcDcbor'-cbbcbcbuocbcoibcbLouO'ci-co  : 

CO'^COCOCOCO'^tCOCO'CtCOCC  COCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 

l-H  1-H  1— 1 I— 1 I— 1 1—1  I— ( r— 1 rH  1— I 1 — 1 i— ( t-H  i— t i— 1 i-H  r— 1 t— 1 rH  i— 1 t— 1 
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[> 

! ^ 

.V  verage 
height 
in 

inches 

(OpCOCpIppLpppCpppLp'^pCOCp'^LppLp  . 

' ^ lb  cb  cb  cb  Lo  cb  Lo  cb  cb  cb  cb  tb cb  cb  (b  (b  0 

lOlOlOu:3lOlOcOlOlOlOlOlOlOlOlOUOlOlOuoloiO 

1 54-0 

SCHOOL 

St.  Andrew’s  

St.  Barnabas^  

St.  Bartholomew’s  

St.  Gabriel’s  

St.  James’  C.E 

St.  James’,  Guide  

St.  James’,  Black-a-AIoor 

St.  John’s  

St.  Joseph’s  

St.  Luke’s  

St.  Michael’s  

St.  Matthew’s  

St.  xMary’s  E..C 

St.  Paul’s  

St.  Stephen’s  

St.  Silas’  

St.  Peter’s  C.E 

St.  Peter’s  E.C 

St.  Thomas’  

Sacred  Heart  

Wensley  Fold  

M^itton  Infants’  

.'\verages  

TABLE  XXYIII. 

FEMALES.— Leavers  Examined. 
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FEMALES.— Leavers  Examined, 
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14  years  and  upwards. 

Averajje 
weight 
in  kilo- 
gr’mmes 

CO 

'3- 

Average 

weight 

in 

pounds 
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CD 

(05 

Aver;  ge 
height 
in  cenii- 
metres 

p 

cb 

lO 

1—1 

Average 

height 

in 

inches 
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CD 

13-14  years. 
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weight 
in  Kilo- 
gr’mmes 

, <p  cp  r;- cp  . .poo  . p p p .p  .pppp  . 

:oocdAic^  ; :(^(x>  :,-i  :cococ^th  : 
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height 
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lO 

SCHOOL 

St.  Andrew’s  

St.  Ikirnahas’  

St.  Hartluilonu'w’s  

Si.  (iahriel’s  

St.  James’  C.E 

St.  James’,  Guide  

Si.  James’,  lilack-a-AIoor 

Si.  John’s  

Si.  Joseph’s  

Si.  Luke’s  

Si.  Miehaers  

St.  Alatihew’s  

St.  JMary’s  E.C.  

St.  J’aul’s  

Si.  Stephen's  

St.  Silas’  

St.  Peter’s  C.E 

St.  Peter’s  E.C 

St.  Thomas’  

Sacred  Heart  

AVeusley  Fold  

AVittoii  Infants’  

Totals  

TABLE  XXIX.- Males. 

Conditions,  Defects,  etc.,  found  in  the  860  Males  leaving  School. 


90 


3Aipaj9Q 


pooo 


00  (N1  LO  T-t  • CO  (M  »-H  LO  .-I  05  O CT)  [>  CO  OCNl  lO  CD  CO  CO  I>  uo 
rH,-H  COCM  ..-ICNICNI.— . rHCOC^CN  COC<I<Nlr-(LOCMCMr-i(M 


o; 

W 


: CO 


nooo  OOCMlO'^^i-I  rHCOi-H«:f.-ICJ5CDCX)[>COCD.-(lOlDCOCDO^ 
rH  t-H  coco  . .-H  CO  CO  i-H  t-I  CO  !>  CO  CO  CO  CO  T-I  LO  CO  CO  r-i  CO 


SApDapQ 


poo  9 


I— IrH  .r-ICO  ;i-ll>CDCO  IrHOOCOi-Hr-IrHCOCOO  : 


I>t-ILOCOC35  COCDLOCOrHCO(05[>CDCOCDOCO<05COCOO^ 
1-1  .-t  CO  —I  . T-l  rH  tH  1-1  I-H  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  1-1  'd- CO  CO  rH  CO 


p^a 


CO  1^  (M  CD  lO  ; CD  lO  r-  O CO  00  CO  CO  CO  O CO  O ID  O [>  00  uo  : 


pooo 


COCOid-'^COi-iOi-HCO^'d-COCOi-iLOCOLO 


'^a 


ainip9i,\r 


CO  I-H  'd-  ^ LO 


CO  O CO  ; LO  CO  LO  , CO  CC  CO  CO  ; CO  ^ CO  O 


pooo 


CDi— Ii-ia5[>  -COi— lr-iCOi— i'^LDCOOOCOC75COCDOCOi-Or?- 

1— (I— I 1—1  -T— (i— ll— (1— (1— ICOC^I— < CO—  1— ILOCOt— Ir— 11— I 


rt 

CU 

o 

o 


bl 


p«a 


Uinip9j\[ 


CO  1-1  CO  CO  CO 


poop) 


CO  I-H  CO  CO  1—1  ; CO  1-1  CO  CO  i-H  CO  ^ LO  CO  i-H  CO  CT5  LO  LO  rH  rH  CO  LO 

rHi-(  coco  -1— ICOi-Hi— 11— (C0l>-C0  COCOi-Hi-iLOOJCOt-ir-l 


p^a 


lunipaj^ 


pooo 


p^^a 


Uinipapj 


pooo 


piaipoxa 


; CO 


CO  I-H  O : ; 


: CO  ; CO  CO 


0. 

tc 

p 


§ 

O; 


o 


^ 05  ^ 

M 05  05  si 

® . fH  O S 

rirl  O ^ 
el  ^ 


: ® 

■ 

■ a 

: L.I 

;o 

' f-< 
05 

be 

s 


w 

^pQpqcqoOH 


5 « C3 


^ bc—J 

^ ® ^ IH 

l2  S rt 

^ p,  S 


§ s 

<l\  <1 

4-5 

02  02 


TABLE  XXIX.— Continued.-  Males. 

Conditions,  Defects,  etc.,  found  in  the  860  Males  leaving  School. 
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TABLE  XXX. 

Conditions,  etc.,  found  amonrgst  the  860  Boys  ieaving 

Schooi. 


Excellent. 

Good 

Medium. 

Bad 

Nutrition 

Percentage 

7T 

Percentage 

70-2 

Percentage 

22T 

Percentage 

0-5 

Clothing  

... 

55-0 

42-5 

2-4 

Footgear 

... 

90*2 

8-2 

1*5 

Cleanliness 

73T 

26T 

0-7 

Teeth  ..  

... 

12-5 

61*8 

25-6 

Enlarged  Tonsils  were  found  in  6.1 


of  the  boys  examined. 

Adenoids  2.0 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ....  1.8 

Enlarged  Neck  Glands — 

Marked  Enlargement  0.3 

Slight  Enlargement  28.6 

External  Eye  Defects  2.4 

Middle  Ear  Defects  0.5 

Speech  Defects  0.4 

Mental  Condition — 

Dull  and  Backward  0.1 

Mentally  Deficient  0.0 

Tuberculosis  0.2 

Itickets  0.2 

Deformities  1.0 

Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases — 

Infectious  Diseases  0.0 

Infectious  Skin  Diseases  0.1 

Skin  Diseases  0.9 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseasei  2.2 

LungDiseasefotherthan  Tuberculosis)  0.2 
Nervous  Disorders  0.4 


per  cent. 


}) 

>) 


3’ 

33 


33 

33 


33 

33 

33 

33 


3 3 


TABLE  XXXI.— Females. 

Conditions,  Defects,  etc.,  found  in  the  830  Females  leaving  School. 
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TABLE  XXXI.— Females.— Continued. 

Conditions,  Defects,  etc.,  found  in  the  830  Females  leaving  School. 
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TABLE  XXXII. 

Conditions,  etc.,  found  amonig^st  the  830  Girls  leaving 

School. 


Excellent. 

Good. 

Medium. 

Bad. 

Pereentagp. 

Percentage. 

I'ercentagp. 

Percentage. 

Nutrition 7 6 

62-5 

28  4 

1 4 

Cloihing  

64-4 

33-4 

2 1 

Footgear 

92  1 

6 0 

1 8 

Cleanliness 

49-5 

420 

84 

Teeth  . 

10  3 

64T 

25  5 

Enlarged  Tonsils  were  found  in  7.8 


of  tlie  girls  examined. 

Adenoids  2.0 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  1.2 

l^lnlarged  Aeck  Grlands — 

Marked  Enlargement  0.8 


Slight  Enlargement  

External  Eye  Defects  

Middle  Ear  Defects  

Speech  Defects  

Mental  Condition — 

Dull  and  Backward  

Mentally  Deficient  

Tnhercnlosis  

Rickets  

Deformities  

Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases — 

Infectious  Diseases  

Infectious  Skin  Diseases  

Skin  Diseases  

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  

Lung  D isease  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
Xervous  Disorders  


21.4 

0.7 

0.4 

0.2 

0.3 

0.0 

0.4 

0.2 

0.3 

0.0 

0.1 

0.4 

2.5 

0.2 

0.3 


per  cent. 
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11 


5’ 


11 

11 
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11 
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1’ 

1» 

1 1 
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TABLE  XXXIII. 


^ Showing  Number  of  Children  specially  referred  by  the 
teachers  to  the  School  Medical  Inspector  at  the  routine 

inspections. 


DEFECT. 

Number  of 
Children  referred 
for  examination. 

Number 

found 

defective. 

Squint  and  Defective  Vision  

50 

42 

External  Eye  Diseases  

17 

15 

Verminous  Conditions  

17 

17 

Dirty  Body  or  Clothing-  

4 

4 

Chicken  Pox  

2 

2 

Diseases  of  the  Nose  or  Throat  ! 

18 

16 

Diseases  of  the  Ear  

9 

7 

Impetigo  

5 

5 

Ring-worm  

14 

14 

Other  Skin  Diseases  

8 

6 

Mental  Deficiencv  

5 

3 

Dvspepsia  

3 

3 

Decaved  Teeth  

2 

1 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  

1 

1 

Malnutrition  

1 

1 

Eneuresis  

1 

1 

Heart  Disease  

1 

1 

Defective  Speech  

1 

0 

Enlarg'ed  Neck  Glands  

1 

1 

Tuberculous  Glands  of  Neck  

1 

1 

Eits  

1 

1 

Abscess  

1 

1 

Bow  Legs  

1 

1 

Wry  Neck  

1 

1 

Miscellaneous  

18 

2 

Total  

183 

147 

* This  Table  only  refers  to  those  children  who  were  considered 
by  the  teachers  to  be  defective  and  to  require  immediate  examina- 
tion. 
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The  School  Medical  liispectf)!  , Dr.  Young,  has  contributed 
tlie  following  particulai-s  as  rcgaids  AT'sion,  Teeth,  Xutiilion, 


&c. 


VISIOxV. 

During  tlje  year  the  visual  acuity  of  ‘1, 024  chihlien  was 
tested  at  the  S(diooIs  by  the  School  iMedical  Jnspector  and 
School  jSTurses.  In  additioii  to  these,  50  children  weie  specially 
leferred  for  exam inatioji  by  th(‘  sfdiool  teachers. 

The  1‘esults  of  feasting  the  cdiildixui  at  the  routine  medical 
inspections  ai(‘  set  foifli  in  the  accompanying  tables  an-ang(‘d 
in  age  and  sex  grou])S. 

It  will  he  seen  that  the  (diildren  have  beam  divided  into 
three  classes:  — 

1.  Those  with  normal  vision  in  both  eyes  (/.c.  I;  oi' 
hetterj. 

2.  Those  with  one  <‘ye  normal  and  one  eye  defective 
(i.e,  yW  or  woisey  tfie  degree  of  defect  being  shown. 

d.  ddiose  Avitli  hotli  ey(‘s  detective* — tlie  degie'e*  of  defi'ct 
in  each  eye  being  shown. 

Cases  of  S(j[uint  ai'e  irndmled. 

Of  the  d,024  children  examined  at  the  routine  inspections, 
there  were  44t),  or  14.5  per  cent,  whose  visual  acuity  in  one  or 
both  eyes  was  -fV  worse.  Of  these,  221  were  boys  and  219 
were  girls.  ( )f  the  boys,  95  were  defective  in  one  eye  and  T2G 
in  both  eyes.  Of  the  girls,  59  were  detective  in  one  eye  and  IGO 
in  both  eyes.  Included  in  the  4,024  children  above  referred  to 
were  98  wearing  spectacles,  and  these  children  were  tested 
whilst  wearing  their  glasses.  In  12  cases  the  defects  were 
cuurected  up  to  y or  better,  and  these  children  were  grouped 
among  those  having  normal  vision.  Supplementary  tables  are 
given  showing  the  visual  acuity  of  these  children — 36  boys  and 
62  girls — found  wearing  spectacles.  The  vision  of  24  of  these 
boys,  or  66.6  per  cent.,  and  of  40  of  the  girls,  or  64.5  per  cent., 
was  still  yV  worse  in  one  or  both  eyes,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  attempts  had  been  made  to  correct  the  defects.  Although 


99 

it  is  (loTibtlessi  impossible  in  some  cases  to  correct  tbe  defect  by 
means  of  glasses,  I would  again  tempbasise  tbe  fact  tbat  it 
would  prevent  mucb  disappointment  and  waste  of  money  if 
opticians  would  refer  for  skilled  examination  by  an  eye 
specialist  all  cases  in  wbicb  tbey  find  tbemselves  unable  to 
adjust  tbe  vision  satisfactorily. 

Of  tbe  50  cbildren  specially  referred  by  tbe  teachers,  37 
were  seriously  defective — 34  in  botb  eyes  and  3 in  one  eye  only 
— and  5 slightly  defective,  Tbe  remaining  8 bad  normal 


vision 


I oo 


TABLE  XXXIV. 

Table  showing  Vision  of  the  Children  examined  during  the  year 
at  the  routine  Medical  Inspections. 


AGES- 

Number  of  Children 
examined. 

Class  I. 
Both  eyes 
nui  mal. 

Class  11. 
One  eye 
n>'rnial  and 
one  eye 
defect  ive. 

Cla‘s  III. 
Bo»h  eyes 
defective. 

Boys 

Gills 

1 Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Bo}  s 

( iil  Is 

Hoys 

Gills 

7-1 1 years  

634 

597 

1231 

457 

72-0 

413 

69-1 

86 

13-5 

75 

12-5 

91 

14-0, 

1C9 

18-2% 

1 1 years  and 

upwards 

918 

875 

1793 

704  ' 
76-6 

651 

74-4 

115 

12-5 

no 

12-5 

99 

10*7% 

114 

13-0% 

1552 

1472 

3024 

1161 

74-8 

1064 

72-2 

201 

12-9 

185 
12 -5°-^ 

190 

12-2 

223 

15*1 

TABLE  XXXV. 

Table  showing  Vision  of  the  Children  (wearing  spectacles) 
examined  during  the  year  at  the  routine  Medical 
Inspections. 


AGES. 

Number  of  Children 
examined. 

Class  I. 
Both  eyes 
corrected  to 
normal. 

Class  II. 
One  eye 
normal  and 
one  eve 
defective. 

Class  HI. 
Both  eyes 
still 

defective. 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

7-1 1 years  

10 

12 

22 

2 

1 

3 

3 

i 

5 

8 

1 1 years  and 

upwards 

26 

50 

76 

4 

5 

10 

19 

12 

26 

36 

62 

: 98 

6 

6 

13 

22 

17 

34 

lOI 


TABLE  XXXVI. 

Showing  extent  of  the  defect  in  the  Vision  of  the  Children 
in  Class  il.  of  Table  XXXIV. 


AGE. 

Number  of 
( hildren 
examined. 

C, 

I- 

1 

S’ 

4 

7/ 

Boys 

Girls 

'I'otal 

X. 

\ Girls 

^ 1 

1 

Girls 

Boys 

Boys 

jr 

(A 

U 

w 

7-11  years  

86 

75 

161 

54 

63 

17 

6 

7 

3 

8 

2 

1 

1 1 years  and 

upwards 

115 

110 

225 

52 

63 

20 

1 

! 21 

17 

' 5 

16 

11 

10 

10 

Totals 

201 

185 

386 

106 

126 

37 

27 

i 

24 

8 

1 

24 

13 

10 

11 

TABLE  XXXVII. 

Showing^  extent  of  the  defeot  in  the  Vision  of  the  Children 
(wearing  spectacles)  in  Class  II.  of  Table  XXXV, 


Numbei 

• of 

Vision  of  defective  eye. 

AGE. 

Children 

examined. 

tV 

A 

0 

■gV 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Boys 

1 Girls 

1 

j Boys 

Girls 

C/1 

0 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

7-1 1 years  

3 

3 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 years  and 

upwards 

10 

19 

29 

4 

8 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

Totals 

13 

22 

35 

4 

8 

2 

6 

3 

1 

3 

5 

1 

2 
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Showing  extent  of  the  defect  in  the  Vision  of  the  Children  (wearing  spectacles)  in  Class  ill.  of  Table  XXXV. 
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TEETfl. 


])iiriii[»-  the  year  the  condition  of  tlie  teetli  of  tlie  5,050 
(diildren  medically  iiisj)ected  was  asc(*itained  and  lecoi-ded. 


For  tli'(‘  pur])os(‘  of  (dassilication  in  the  lecoids  tlie  (diildren 
weie  divided  into  four  (dass(‘s,  as  follows:  — 

(dass  1 inclinh's  all  (diildien  with  no  d(*cayed  teeth. 

- ,,  „ from  1 to  4 decayed 

t(‘eth. 

,,  d ,,  ,,  from  o to  0 

,,  4 ,,  ,,  more  than  0 

ddie  accompanying-  Fable  »iv(*s  the  actual  fi<»-ures  resulting- 
from  the  inspec-tion  of  the  three  ^'roups  of  srdiool  children — 
entrants,  intermediate's,  and  leav(‘rs.  It  also  shows  the  fit»:ures 
for  the  two  sexes. 


TABLE  XL. 


Children 

Inspected. 

Class  I 
(No.  dec. 
teeth). 

Class  2 
(i  to  4 
dec.!  eel  hj 

Class  3 
(5  to  6 
lec  teeth) 

Class  4 
( morethan 
6 decayed 
teeth) 
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:£ 
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c: 
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First  Inspection 

i 

(Entrants  chif-fly  be- 

1251 

1272 

2523 

200 

206 

641 

702 

274 

251 

136 

1 113 

tween  -i  and  6 yeais  of 
age) 

15-9 

16-1 

51-2 

55-] 

21-9 

l9-7 

10*8 

1 8*8 

Second  Inspection 

48 

178 

186 

113 

112 

96 

1 

73 

(Intermediate  about  8 

d25 

418 

843 

38 

years  of  age) 

%8-9 

11-4 

41*8 

42-2 

26-5 

26-8 

22-6 

!i7'4 

Final  Inspection 

86 

532 

532 

187 

158 

33 

64 

(Leavers  about  I2  years 

860 

830 

1690 

108 

of  ag^e) 

%12-5 

10-3 

61-8 

64'C 

21-7 

19-0 

3-8 

6-5 

2536 

2520 

5056 

346 

%13-6 

340 

13-5 

1351 

53-2 

1412 
56  c 

574 

22*6 

521 

20-6 

265 

10*4 

240 

9-5 
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It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  5,056  children  only  a small 
percentage,  namely  13.5,  have  no  decayed  teeth.  The 
“ intermediate  ” group  of  children,  comprising  those  about  8 
years  of  age,  has  the  lowest  percentage  of  good  teeth,  namely 
9.1.  This  is  not  surprising  when  it  is  remembered  that  at  this 
period  of  life  the  transition  from  a temporary  to  a permanent 
dentition  is  proceeding  very  rapidly.  The  third  group  of 
children — the  leavers  ” — is  the  most  important  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  future  of  the  child.  These  children  have  lost 
practically  all  their  temporary  teeth  under  normal  conditions, 
and  therefore  it  follows  that  damage  sustained  by  their  teeth 
is  irremediable  unless  early  attention  is  given  to  defects  as  they 
occur.  Here  again  it  is  deplorable  to  find  that  even  at  so  early 
an  age  only  11.1%  have  perfect  peinianent  teeth,  that  very 
nearly  63%  have  from  1 to  4 teeth  defective,  and  no  less  than 
25.5%  have  live  or  more  decayed  teeth  in  their  mouths — un- 
remedied and  very  frequently  also  irremediable.  This  can  only 
be  considered  as  an  extremely  serious  condition — for  the  chil- 
di'en  and  their  future  welfare.  Nor  is  this  all;  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  amongst  a large  number  of  children  placed 
in  class  (2)  it  frequently  liappens  that  on©  or  more  of  the 
defective  teeth  are  in  such  a condition  as  to  give  rise  to  as 
much  pain  and  ill  health  as  do  a larger  number  of  slightly 
defective  teeth. 


NUTRITION. 

This  subject  was  dealt  with  in  considerable  detail  in  last 
year’s  Report. 


It  is  hardlj^  possible  to  make  a comparison  of  the  figures 
obtained  for  two  or  more  years  owing  to  there  being  no  fixed 
standard  of  nutrition  available;  and  it  is  therefore  obvious  that 
in  a certain  number  of  cases  one  examiner  will  differ  from 
another  as  to  the  class  in  which  a child  should  be  placed. 


Each  Medical  Inspector  sets  his  own  standard,  and  it 
naturally  follows  that  a higher  standard  of  normal  nutrition 
will  be  demanded  by  one  than  by  another. 


io6 

Broadly  spoakiiig,  the  saiiio  bases  of  cdassificatioii  lia.^  been 
adopted  as  last  year. 


N umber 
Examined. 

I.  ' 

Excellent 

Good 

' III. 

Medium 

IV. 

Had 

Entrants 

2523 

per  cent. 
22-2 

1 per  cent. 

! 52-5 

per  cent . 
22-7 

per  cent. 
2-3 

Intermediate  g^roup 

(8-9  years) 

843 

17-0 

1 53-1 

27T 

2-2 

Leavers  

1690 

7-2 

66-4 

25-2 

1-0 

Total  

5056 

16-6 

: 57  1 

24-3 

1-9 

J^bii])]ia.sis  niusi  b(‘  laid  once  niori'  upon  tli(‘  importance  of 
the  fa(*tors  blinking*  al)oiit  d(‘f(Hdive  nutiition.  Jn  addition  to 
the  tluee  main  factors — 

1.  Tnsufticieiit  and  unsuitable  food; 

2.  Lack  of  ventilation  in  home  and  scliool ; 

').  Decayed  teeth  ; 

there  can  be  no  doubt  tliat  insufficient  sleep,  es|H'cially  wlien 
associated  as  it  is  so  fre([uently  witli  unventilated  and  over- 
crowded bedrooms,  i-s  also  a potent  factor  in  the  causatioji  of 
many  cases  of  defective  nutrition. 


CLOTHING  AXD  EOOTGEAIL 

The  clothing  of  the  Blackburn  school  children  may  be 
considered  fairly  satisfactory  on  the  whole;  that  of 
about  three-fourths  of  the  children  inspected  being  classed 
as  good. 

The  clothing  of  a little  over  3 per  cent,  of  the  children  was 
classed  as  bad — it  being  such  as  was  veiy  unsuitable  in 
character,  dirty  or  in  a bad  state  of  repair. 

There  is  still  too  large  a number  of  children,  especially 
girls,  whose  underclothing  consists  of  nothing  but  cotton 
garments.  This,  of  course,  applies  more  especially  to  those 
whose  parents  are  in  comparatively  poor  circumstances.  It 
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frequently  leads  to  an  unnecessary  multiplication  of  garments 
and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  young  cliildren  with  as  many 
as  eight  layers  of  clothing  on  at  one  time. 

The  footgear  is  good — the  majority  of  the  children  wearing 
clogs,  which  are  usually  kept  in  good  repair,  and  are  aii 
excellent  protection  for  the  feet. 


CLEA^^LIXESS. 

[a) — Dirt. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  dirt 
the  condition  of  the  children  inspected  is  on  the  whole  good. 
In  most  cases  the  underclothing  and  the  parts  of  the  body 
covered  by  clothing  are  fairly  satisfactory,  but  the  same  cannot 
be  said  of  the  uncovered  parts  of  the  bodies  of  a large  propor- 
tion of  the  children. 

In  an  industrial  town  such  as  Blackburn,  it  is  almost 
inevitable  that  many  of  the  children,  whose  chief  playgroinid 
is  the  street  in  which  they  live,  should  come  to  school  with  a 
large  amount  of  surface  dirt  on  their  clothing  and  the  exposed 
parts  of  the  body.  Unpaved  School  playgrounds  appear  to  be 
one  factor  in  the  production  of  such  conditions.  A considerable 
improvement  in  this  respect  might  be  effected  by  a more 
adequate  supply  of  washbasins  and  soap  and  towels  than  is  at 
present  available  in  the  schools,  with  rigid  discipline  on  the 
part  of  the  teaching  staff.  The  weekly  bath  at  home  seems  to 
be  the  rule  in  almost  all  cases,  but  it  is  not  surprising  under 
the  circumstances  to  find  that  this  is  not  frequent  enough. 


{h) — Yermix. 

I.  Of  the  Body. — The  presence  of  lice  on  the  body  and 
clothing  is'  not  by  any  means  rare. 

Fleas  and  flea-bites  are  much  more  frequently  met  with 
and  vary  considerably  in  amount.  They  are  found  even  on  the 
bodies  of  well  dressed  and  well  cared  for  children.  This  is  no 
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(lf)iil)t  explaiiH'd  hy  Ixm-ohi  iii^  Irom 

cliildrcMi  in  tl)(‘  sanu*  Sfdionl. 

d'ln?  j)]('S'(Mn‘C  of  li(‘(*  and  of  d<‘as  would  appear  to  <le])(Mid 
to  a \(‘ry  eonsideiahU^  (‘xl(*Jit  on  tlie  oondition  of  the  IxmIs  and 
bedding  at  tin*  oliildKoi's  homes.  It  is  only  by  eontinuous  and 
aeiive  measure's  b(*ing  lak(*n  to  (misuk*  rigid  (dc'anliiu'ss  at  boine 
Unit  any  a|)pi‘'i‘eiable  iniprov(‘ni(*nt  in  the  eondilion  (d'  the  (diil- 
di(‘n  in  S(diool  ean  b(‘  hoped  f(»r. 

2.  (H  fli(‘  — d'lie  pK'soma'  (d‘  nils  and  vi'iinin  on  the 

ehildre'irs  lu'ads  is  still  fai-  too  f ix'ipient ly  met  with.  d'bis 
(|uesiion  of  vi'iniinous  lu'ads  alone  continues  to  (tccupy  there- 
fore far  loo  laig(‘  a juoportion  of  th(‘  time  of  <*veiyone 
eonnecti'd  with  tin*  mc'dical  ovc'isight  (d'  tin*  scdiolars — tiim* 
whiedi  might  be  d(‘vot<>d  to  (tlln'r  and  more  inuxutant  physical 
defects. 

i\lost.  bill  by  no  im'ans  all  of  tin'  cast's  ait'  nn't  with  in 
gills.  A large  numbt'r  id*  parents  setun  to  consider  the  presence 
of  nits  in.  the  haii*  as  a normal  stati'  of  alfairs,  and  not  by  ;iny 
means  a thing  to  be  aslia.mt'd  of,  forgt'tting  altogt'ther  that  they 
ane  nt'eessa.rily  the  it'sult  of  the  prt'st'iict'  of  veiinin.  It  is, 
therefoie,  not  suiprising  that  so  many  girls  are  still  found  in 
St'liool  either  with  largt'  numbt'is  of  nits  in  tht'  hair  or  actual 
vermin.  It  is  very  dilfieult  to  induce  ])arents  to  treat  this 
matter  seriously  or  thoroughly,  and  habitual  oftenders  are  all 
too  ('ommon. 

])uring  the  year  uo  fewer  than  lid  children  were  exiduded 
from  school  for  this  reason  alone — verminous  heads. 

It  should  also  be  remembered  that  many  of  the  cases  of 
impetiginous  sores  so  frequently  met  with  on  the  scalp  are 
primarily  due  to  tire  presence  of  vermin  in  the  hair. 

It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  the  custom  common  some 
years  ago  of  wearing  the  hair  cut  short  is  not  now  more 
extensively  adopted  by  all  children  in  our  Schools.  It  would 
result  in  the  saving  of  an  immense  amount  of  labour  on  the 
part  of  everyone  concerned  in  the  maintenance  of  cleanliness 
in  the  School 
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DEFOinilTIES. 

The  greater  proportion  of  the  defoniiities  met  with  in  the 
Schools  are  the  result  of  past  or  present  rickets.  oH  cases  of 
severe  deformity  of  the  long  hones  were  met  with,  all  due  to 
rickets. 

The  other  chief  deformity  met  with  was  malformation  of 
the  chest,  due  in  a large  proportion  of  cases  also  to  early  rickets. 

These  cases  would  undoubtedly  benefit  by  regular  and 
systematic  exercises  devoted  to  the  proper  development  of  the 
chest,  such  as  breathing  exercises,  physical  drill  of  a special 
kind,  swimming  and  similar  moveineiits.  They  are  also 
suitable  cases  for  instruction  in  open-air  schools. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Eight  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  found  in 
attendance  at  School,  and  were  excluded. 

I^on-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Avas  found  in  Iavo  children; 
both  were  adAuniced  cases,  the  one  being  a (*ase  of  Tuberculosis 
of  the  Grlands  of  the  Neck,  the  otlier  one  of  Abdominal 
Tuberculosis.  They  were  also  excluded  from  School. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a comnienceinent  was 
made  with  a scheme  for  the  periodical  examination  and  super- 
vision of  all  children  attending  School  aaTio  are  in  contact  at 
home  with  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  The  figures  secured 
are  as  yet  too  small  for  special  coininent,  but  it  is  hoped  to 
deA'ielop  the  work  during  1915. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

Examination  of  382  Children  referred  by  the  School 
Attendance  Officers. 

382  School  Children  who  Avere  absentees  from  School  Avere 
referred  to  me  by  the  School  Attendance  Officers  for  examina- 
tion as  to  their  fitness  for  School. 
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.12'3  of  those  children  were  found  to  be  fit  to  attend  School, 
and  to  he  unfit. 

G children  were  examined  as  to  their  fitness  foi-  Blind 
School. 

1 child  was  examined  as  to  its  fitness  for  Ueaf  and  Dumb 
School. 

2 children  were  examined  as  to  their  fitness  for  Deaf 
School. 

1 child  was  examined  as  to  its  fitness  foi  Industrial 
School. 

14  children  were  examined  as  to  their  fitness  for  Regent 
Street  Special  School. 

02  children  were  examined  as  to  their  fitness  tor  Open-Air 
Classes. 


Examination  of  Scholarship  Holders. 

During  1914,  I examined  21  candidates  (4  males  and  17 
females)  who  had  gained  Scholarships  during  the  year,  as 
follows  : — 

Candidates  for — 

CrOYernors’  Scholarships  to  the  Giirls’ 


High  School  12 

Peel  Foundation  vScholarships  3 

Henry  Harrison  Scholarships  2 

Bursary  Scholarship  1 

Leyland  Scholarship  1 

])ank4  Thwaites  Scholarship  1 

John  Mercer  Scholarship  1 


It  was  found  that  the  above  were  all  in  good  health  and 
able  to  undeitalce  the  work  in  connection  with  the  aboY€-named 
SrJnjhn-ships. 


Bfund  Children. 

Dining  the  year  1 certified  G (‘hildren  as  suitable  for 
admission  to  a.  Blind  Sidiool. 


1 1 1 


At  the  present  time  the  Education  Committee  have 
children  at  various  Blind  Schools,  as  follows: — • 


Eiilwood  Homes  for  the  Blind  5 

Hardman  Street,  Liverpool  1 

Brunswick  Hoad,  Liverpool  7 

Henshaw’s  Blind  Asylum,  Old  Tralford..  1 


Deaf  and  Dumb  Children. 

During  the  year  I certified  1 child  as  suitable  for  admission 
to  a Deaf  and  Dumh  Institution. 

At  the  present  time  the  Education  Committee  have 
children  at  the  various  Deaf  and  Dumb  Schools  as  follows  : — 


Boyal  Cross  School,  Preston  8 

Boston  Spa  6 


Mentally  Deficient  Children. 

These  childien  are  taught  at  Hegeiit  Street  School,  which 
has  been  specially  built  for  the  education  of  such  cases,  and 
the  following  is  aii  extract  from  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the 
Director  of  Education  on  the  work  of  this  School. 

The  average  number  of  scholars  on  the  books  of  the  School 
during  the  past  year  has  been  74  (54  boys  and  20  girls),  with 
an  average  attendance  of  62.9. 

5 children  (2  boys  and  6 giids)  have  been  admitted,  and  i 
have  left  the  School  during  the  year.  ( )f  the  latter,  the  reasons 
for  leaving  were  as  follows;  — 

1 left  the  t(nv]i. 

1 taken  to  Sailois’  Home,  London. 

1 taken  to  Special  Industidal  School,  West  Bromwich. 

d working  in  Cotton  Mill. 

1 at  home  for  the  present. 

At  the  Swimming  Baths,  jemarkable  progress  has  been 
ma  le.  26  Certificates  of  Proficiency  have  been  gained  during 
the  vear. 


A new  feature  in  the  School  this  year  has  been  the 
introduction  of  the  teaching  of  Morris  and  Country  D^ancing. 

For  tlie  Plant  Exhibition  25  plants  were  grown,  and  2 
prizes  gained.  Simple  Nature  Study  has  been  taught  in  the 
School;  and  Daftodil  and  Hyacinth  Ifulbs  liaA^e  been  success- 
fully grown. 

8 older  girls  have  continued  their  lessons  in  Cookery, 
Laundry  Work  and  Housewifery  with  marked  success. 

In  Needlework,  besides  making  new  ones,  the  girls  have 
been  taught  to  darn,  mend  and  patch  old  garments.  The 
Ivnitting  also  shows  improvement. 

The  younger  girls  show  satisfactory  progress  in  Laundry 
Work.  Their  Needlework  and  Knitting  shows  much  improve- 
ment. 

The  Tailoring  Classes  have  been  continued  with  success. 
The  new  Clogs  are  made,  and  the  repairing  is  done  for  the 
scholars  of  the  School  at  little  cost. 

A Class  of  Boys  of  medium  ability  has  been  formed,  who 
are  not  yet  ready  for  the  Tailoring  and  Clogging  lessons.  These 
children  are  employed  in  Cane  Weaving,  Chair  Caning,  and 
other  forms  of  manual  work. 

The  Manual  Instruction  given  to  the  younger  scholars 
includes  : — 

(<'/)  Woollen  Hug  making. 

(h)  Woollen  Scarf  making. 

(c)  Woollen  and  Paper  Ball  making. 

{(1)  Hatha  Sewing  on  Canvas. 

(c)  Simple  Measuring  on  Paper,  from  which  Paper 
Models  are  made. 

(f)  Ciayon  Drawing,  Cutting,  and  Mounting. 

{())  Clay  Modelling. 

(I,)  Pa2)er  Flower  making. 

(i)  Brusliwork  from  Nature. 

(j)  Free-Arm  Drawing. 


(/.')  Buttoii  Sewing. 
(/)  Paper  Poldiiig. 
(in)  Cane  Weaving. 
(//)  Toy  Making. 


Feeding  oe  School  Children. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  Education  for  the 
following  information  concerning  the  Feeding  of  School 
Cliildren. 

Thronghoiit  the  year  the  food  (with  the  exception  of  that 
for  Mill  Hill  District)  has  been  cooked  at  the  Mayson  Street 
Centre,  and  has  been  distributed  at  the  following  Feeding 
'Centres: — Accrington  IToad  Conncil  School,  Bent  Street 
Bagged  School,  Mayson  Street  Cookery  Centre,  St.  Anne’s 
Parochial  Hall,  Salvation  Army  Barracks,  Mill  Hill,  St. 
Patrick's  School,  and  St.  Alban’s  Cookery  Centre.  In  no  case 
has  a room  (other  than  a cooking  centre)  which  has  been  used 
for  teaching  purposes,  served  as  a feeding  centre.  The  children 
in  the  Mill  Hill  district  have  been  fed  at  a local  refreshment 
I'ooin  for  part  of  tlie  time  when  the  nnmbers  were  low. 

The  meals  have  been  provided  thronghoiit  the  year  both  in 
School  term  time  and  in  holidays.  Tip  to  November,  1915,  the 
cost  of  the  food  was  defrayed  from  voluntary  contributions. 
From  November  onwards  the  whole  of  the  expenses  have  been 
defrayed  from  the  rates. 

The  Board  of  Gnardians  have  paid  for  the  meals  of  those 
cliildren  whose  parents  were,  at  the  time,  in  receipt  of  relief. 

Tlie  total  number  of  meals  given  during  the  year  was 
10,926  being  paid  for  by  tlie  Gnardians,  and  the 
remaining  119,157  from  voluntary  coiitribntions.  The  corres- 
ponding figures  were,  respectivelv  : — 1913-14:  34,053,  5,778, 
39,831:  1912-13:  43,552,  9,354,  34,198;  1911-12:  59,537, 

17,786,  and  41,751;  for  1910-11:  68,182,  28,929,  and  39,253; 
for  1909-10:  104,040,  32,504,  and  71,536. 

Open-Air  Classes. 

1 am  indebted  to  tlie  Director  of  Education  for  the 
following  Beport  on  the  Open-Air  Classes. 


I 
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Three  Classes  have  been  open  in  tLe  year  1914-15;  those 
at  Bangor  Street  and  Accrington  Iload  opened  on  dtli  May, 
1914,  and  the  one  at  tlie  Coj'poration  Park  (jii  IGtli  June,  1914. 
In  each  Class  there  is  accoininodation  for  from  24  to  2G  pnpils. 
The  Classes  have  been  open  continnously,  with  the  exception 
of  the  nsnal  elementary  school  holidays. 

At  Bangor  Street  they  were  taken  into  tiie  main  school  (jn 
G occasions,  for  a total  length  of  time  of  GJ  honi*s.  At  tlie 
Corporation  Paik  tire  windows  have  been  kept  wide  open  wheii 
the  lessons  liave  been  taken  indoors,  xit  Accrington  Poad  they 
have  made  rise  of  a classroom  in  the  School  on  25  occasions 
only. 

29  have  been  admitted  to  the  Corporation  Park  Class;  to 
Accrington  Poad,  31;  and  to  Ifangor  Stieet,  44;  in  all  104 
children. 

The  diseases  from  which  these  children  have  been  snhering 
include  general  debility,  ansemia,  tnbei-cnlous  glands,  rickets, 
rhenmatism,  mal-nntrition,  chorea,  weak  chest,  and  asthma. 
Their  ages  have  varied  from  G to  12  years. 

As  their  health  had  improved,  several  children  were  seiit 
back  to  their  former  Schools,  and  others  were  admitted.  Tlie 
experiment  of  admitting  fresh  children  in  Tannary  was  tried, 
and  it  was  found  that  there  was  no  disadvantage  from  tliis 
practice,  and  that  tlie  children  showed  markevd  iinprovemeiit  in 
a very  short  space  of  time,  several  making  100%  'of  attendances, 
and  the  attendances  of  all  beiiig  mncli  better  than  they  were 
at  their  former  Schools. 

The  average  attendance  of  the  children  at  the  Coi- 
poration  Park  was  89%,  and  that  at  Bangor  Street 
84%,  and  that  at  Accrington  Poad  84%  of  a total  possible. 

Tlie  etfects  on  the  children  have  been  most  marked.  At  first 
most  of  the  children  were  weak,  languid,  had  very  weak  voices 
for  singing,  and  poor  appetites.  The  improvement  has  been 
shown  by  increase  in  weight  and  height,  good  appetites, 
stronger  voices,  and  general  brightness  at  work  and  play,  and 
an  all-round  increase  in  energy  and  interest  in  everything 
connected  with  school  work.  All  the  parents  wlio  have  visited 


the  Classes  liave  •expressed  tkeir  great  appreciation  of  improYe- 
nieiit  in  the  children’s  health. 

At  the  Accrington  Road  Class  the  average  increase  in 
weight  per  month  was  G^ozs. ; at  the  Corporation  Park,  9^ozs. ; 
and  at  Bangor  Street,  T^^ozs. 

The  subjects  taken  have  been  the  ordinary  subjects  of 
eleinentary  schools,  but  special  stress  has  been  laid  on  Aatnre 
Study,  Physical  Exercises,  and  practical  Geography.  School 
gardens  are  worked  in  connection  with  each  Class. 

Each  child  on  beiiig  admitted  was  supplied  with  a separate 
chair,  rug,  and  towels,  and  retained  the  use  of  them  throughout 
his  or  her  stay  in  the  Class. 

The  children  are  being  examined  by  the  School  Medical 
(Jfhcer  once  every  three  months,  and  arrangements  have  now 
been  made  to  take  records  of  increase  in  height  and  chest 
measurements. 

As  examples  of  marked  improvements,  the  following  am 
quoted.  Three  children  who  frequently  fainted  when  attending 
an  ordinary  elementary  school,  have  never  fainted  since 
attending  the  Open-Air  Class.  One  girl  who  has  been  unable 
to  read  aloud  in  class  for  some  years  owing  to  stamniering,  has 
quite  recovered  without  any  special  treatment.  Another  girl, 
aged  12,  who  when  admitted  could  scarcely  read,  now  reads 
Standard  III.  book  easily.  One  boy  who  has  never  attended 
School  before  is  now  the  best  in  drawing  in  his  Class,  writes 
veiy  clearly  and  well,  is  good  at  hand  work,  and  is  working  at 
a Standard  I.  reading  book. 

Inspection  Clinic. 

Children  who  have  been  excluded  from  School  on  account 
of  their  sutfering  from  certain  contagious  diseases,  such  as 
Ringwomi  and  infectious  sores,  or  on  account  of  their  being  in 
a diidy  or  verruinous  condition,  are  'examined  and  kept  under 
observation  at  the  Idealth  Office,  as  far  as  possible. 

These  children  are  requested  to  come  to  the  Health  Office 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  afteruoons.  On  their  first  attendance 
the  diseases  from  which  the  children  are  said  to  be  suffering 


are  verified  or  otlierwise,  and  the  Seliool  Xiii-se  tlieii  visits  tlie 
homes  and  attempts  to  ])rocur'e  medical  treatment  foi-  tlie  cases. 
Siibsecjiiently  tlie  cliildieii  are  kept  nnder  observation  at  tlie 
Health  Office  in  order  to  see  that  llie  tieatmeiit  is  beiiij^ 
persevered  with,  and  to  (*ertify  vben  tln^y  are  bt  to  return  to 
School. 

4(S()  children  suffering'  from  tliese  contagions  ailments  wer(‘ 
kept  nnder  observation  partly  at  their  hom(*s  and  partly  at  th(‘. 
Inspection  Clinic,  1,71(S  visits  being  paid  liy  the  children  to  the 
Mealtli  Office,  and  the  Xnrses  paying  4,7<S8  visits  to  the  lionu's, 
partly  in  investigating  the  home  conditions  of  these*  cases,  and 
partly  in  following  np  eliildren  fonnd  to  he  d(‘fectiv(‘  at  the 
routine  medical  inspection. 

The  majority  of  the  Ansits  to  the  Inspection  (dinie  Ave'it* 
paid  by  children  suffering  from  llingAAorni.  It  Avas  fonnd  to 
he  veiy  difficult  to  induce  par(*nts  to  obtain  medical  treatment 
for  this  disease  : e\’en  if  a doctor  was  consulted  at  the  beginning 
of  the  disease,  the  Ausits  to  the  doctor  ten(h*d  to  cease  long  before 
the  condition  AA’as  cured,  ddiis  Avas  jiartly  due  to  the  disease 
being  a A^ery  chronic*  one,  and  the  ])arents  gc'tting  disajipointed 
at  the  length  of  treatment  necessary. 

llefore  a child  avIio  lias  snfl'ered  from  ItingAvorm  is  alloAved 
to  return  to  School,  the  hair  is  examined  microscopically  to  see 
that  there  is  no  longer  any  infection  present. 

IXTERAUEAVS  AVITH  PaREXTS. 

After  each  Inspection  Clinic  the  School  Medical  Inspector 
is  in  attendance  at  the  Office  in  order  to  giA*e  parents  an 
opportunity  of  interAdcAving  him  Avith  regard  to  any  child  aaSio 
has  been  fonnd  to  he  defectiA^e.  The  nature  of  the  defect  is 
explained  and  the  paients  urged  to  get  medical  adAuce.  154 
jiarents  were  interAueAved  by  the  SclnKil  Medical  Inspector 
during  the  year. 

The  further  Ex.aminatiox  of  Chilhrex. 

( )n  Saturday  mornings  the  School  Medical  Inspector 
examines  at  the  Ilealth  Office  certain  children  Avhose  defects 
could  nf)t  he  thoroughly  iiiA^estigated  under  the  conditions 
which  obtain  at  the  routine  inspection. 


THE  FOLLOWING  UP  OF  CASES  FOUXI)  TO  BE 
DEFECTIVE  AT  THE  RUUTTXE  IXSPECTIOX. 


Previous  experience  has  shown  that  parents  have  neglected, 
in  a large  proportion  of  the  cases,  to  obtain  treatment  for  their 
children  found  to  he  defective  at  the  routine  medical  inspection. 

The  following  procedure  is  adopted  as  regards  any  child 
found  defective. 

At  the  routine  inspections  the  School  Medical  Inspector 
classifies  the  defective  children  in  the  following  groups  : — 

(1)  Slight  defects. 

(2)  Somewhat  more  important  defects,  hut  such  that  do 
not  tend  to  interfere  with  the  child’s  education  or 
affect  its  general  health. 

(3)  More  serious  defects  which  interfere  with  the  educa- 
tion or  with  the  general  health  of  the  child. 

xVs  regards  Group  1,  a notice  is  sent  to  the  parents 
informing  them  of  the  defect  and  advising  medical  treatment. 

I he  same  proceduie  is  adopted  as  regards  Group  2,  hut  in 
addition  a subsequent  visit  to  the  home  is  paid  hy  the  School 
Xurse. 

The  cases  which  are  classed  under  Group  3 are  the  serious 
ones,  and  consequently  most  attention  is  paid  to  them.  Instead 
of  the  notice  being  sent  to  the  parents',  it  is  handed  to  them 
hy  the  School  Xiirse,  who  at  the  same  time  is  able  to'  explain 
to  them  the  serious  nature  of  the  defect. 

Two  subsequent  visits,  at  intervals  of  a fortnight,  are  paid 
to  the  parents  hy  the  School  Xurse,  and  if  it  is  found  at  the 
second  visit  that  no  treatment  has  been  obtained,  the  Nurse 
reports  the  case  to  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

Thereupon  a letter  is  sent  requesting  the  parents  to  call 
and  see  the  School  Medical  Officer  at  his  Office,  so  that  the 
necessity  for  treatment  may  be  thoroughly  laid  before  them. 


ii8 

These  visits  are  arranged  so  tiiat  tliose  parents  wlio  work  at  the 
mills  may  have  time  to  come  to  the  Office  after  work  hours. 

If  file  parents  have  jjromised  the  Scliool  Medical  Officer  to 
obtain  treatment,  a subsequent  visit  is  ])aid  by  the  Nurse  to  see 
if  this  is  carried  out. 

^riie  following*  table  shows  what  treatment  was  ol)tained,  so 
far  as  could  l)e  ascertained  from  the  parents,  for  tlie  more 
serious  defecds  (drou])  -)). 


TABLE  XLI. 

Showing  treatment  obtained  (according  to  parents  statements)  for  the  MORE  SERIOUS  defects  (group  3) 
found  during  the  routine  medical  inspection  (including  the  specially  referred  cases  in  Table  XXXIII.) 
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'I'liis  Ta.1)lo  iiu-ludos  1(1  oaM's  brouglit  forward  Ircin  19i;l. 


IJiuing  the  latter  part  of  tire  year  the  re-examination  at 
seliool  of  all  children  found  witli  defects  at  a previous  medical 
inspection  and  reported  to  the  parents  for  treatment  was  taken 
in  hand. 

When  the  School  Medical  Inspector  visits  a school  these 
defective  children  are  produced  for  re-examination  with  the 
object  of  noting  the  results  of  treatment,  if  any  has  been 
obtained. 

If  the  defect  has  been  made  good,  the  child  will  not  be  seen 
again  until  its  next  medical  inspection  is  due.  If  the  defect 
has  been  untreated,  is  in  the  same  condition  or  worse,  then 
further  efforts  are  made  to  obtain  treatment  and  the  child  will 
be  examined  by  the  Medical  Inspector  the  next  time  he.  visits 
the  school.  This  usually  means  in  about  three  months.  Lf  the 
child  is  absent  at  the  time  of  the  visit,  he  or  she  will  come  up 
for  re-examination  at  the  next  visit  paid  to  the  school.  If  the 
children  have  left  the  town  or  district,  or  have  commenced  full 
time  employment,  re-examination  cannot  be  performed. 

Particulars  lef erring  to  this  work  are  contained  in  Tables 
XLII.  and  XLIII,  but,  on  account  of  this  procedure  only  being- 
adopted  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and  some  of  the 
School  Medical  Inspector’s  time  being  taken  up  in  the  general 
Public  Health  work  of  the  Borough,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  active  service,  these 
tables  are  not  as  complete  as  could  be  desired. 


TABLE  XLII. 

The  following-up  of  Children  suffering  from  the  LESS  SERIOUS  DEFECTS  (groups  1 and  2)  found  during  the 
routine  medical  inspection  (including  the  specially  referred  cases  in  Table  XXXIil.) 
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TABLE  XLIL- Continued 
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TABLE  XLIII. 

The  following-up  of  Children  suffering  from  the  MORE  SERIOUS  DEFECTS  (group  3)  found  during  the  routine 
medical  inspection  (including  the  specially  referred  cases  in  Table  XXXIII.) 


124 


c 

W 

Total 

not 

re-ex- 

amine* 

229 

.-1  CM  CO  — 

CO  S3- 

CD  CO  0 —1 
(M  03  .-1 

106 

S 

< 

w 

u 

Brought 

forward 

to 

1915 

1 

i> 

00 

r-i  <M  uo  i-t 

CO  d- 

LO  0 CO  .-t 
03  »-i 

00 

CD 

• REN  NOT  I 

Left  town, 
school, 
district, 
etc. 

LO 

CM 

rH 

r-i  CO  ; 

*3- 

y 

y 

U 

Ab-ent  from 
School  at 
time  of 
Medical 
Inspector’s 
Visit 

f-H 

I I I 

r— t ; 

CO  03  -I  ; 

S3- 

p3U}UlHX3-aj 

CO 

CO 

• 

03  CD  CO  •-« 

CO 

pofKaj  j 

jou 

20 

; ^ 

lO  00  t-H  ^ 

- 

Q 

U 

Q 

y 

Ul 

< 

W 

Worse 

i 

CO  : : ; : : : . : : ; : 

< 

y. 

w 

(i 

y 

H 

H 

0 

z 

Same 

CO  CO  ; --H 

p^AOjdlU] 

' CO 

03  ; 1 ; 

y. 

W 

Kl 

Q 

y 

Ti 

j 

patBaJt 

CO 

S3-  CO  lO  : 

LO 

HH 

U 

i 

Q 

W 

Worse 

: : : : : : : : 

<! 

y 

y 

H 

Same 

o> 

r-H 

- 

! 

p AOJdiujt 

0 

CM 

5^  lo  lo  : 

53- 

H 

U 

W 

G 


rt  d 


(U 


u 


O O 03 


£ 

c/3  J 

CJ 

t4 

u 

;-so 

_> 

0 ^ 

u 
■ ■ a 

a o 


- £ 

§ c< 


o 

bjC-l- 


rt  C o; 

^ c O ^ 
'o  c CX! 

5 K H < 


X O 


TABLE  Xllll.— Continued 


I 2 


:) 


a ^ 'o<  ^ 
S o <u.S 

2 = i H 


^ ”2 

brj 

5 ^ 


[>■  rH  Q)  f— I LO  r-<  I— ( 


G 

o 

-w  o u ^ 

*S 


(Al  -O 


C 

J O 5 2 « 

fl’S  '^''^  ^’2 

§ 2.5  ^ p,  > 
^ V G 


p9uiui«xa-aj 

i«?ox 


paiisajl 

;ou 

I^IOX 


p^AOjduij 


p9;B9J^ 

F^OX 


I/) 


p^AOldlU] 


^ t:  B 

^ Pi 
Q->  c 

5: 


r^*  ^ 

■-^2 


o| 

o 

QJ  -W 
U OJ 

O' 


cs  o; 

O i-i 

flj  0 


o 

■ 

-IS'  ^ 

t/5  .Is  03 

03  ^ o; 

^ ^'3  o 

Cu 


ri3 

5 

U 

o 

T3 

03  Oj 


I’liis  tal>h^  includes  16  causes  br()uj,dit  forwaird  froni  11)13, 


'i'lie  defects  most  frecpiejitly  found  to  ii(*ed  attention  aie 
decayed  teeth  and  defective  visif)n. 


JJkfkcts. 

Tlie  veiy  laig’e  niunhei-  of  cliildien  willi  (UdiM-tive  teelJi 
makes  it  impossible  for  tlie  ^ledical  Ijispection  Staff  t(j  inv(‘sti- 
gate  and  follow  ii])  more  tlian  a small  piopoition  of  the  cases; 
only  those  cases  moie  tii gently  ]e(|uiiing  attention  can  h(‘  thus 
dealt  with. 

In  selecting  the  cases  for  tin*  pur])ose  of  (*nd(*avouiing  to 
obtain  treatmeiit  for  defects,  consichuat ion  has  h(‘en  paid  not 
only  to  the  nnm])er  of  decaycul  teeth  piesent  in  any  one  cast*, 
hut  also  to  the  many  other  cojiditions  likely  to  havt*  an  im- 
mediate effect  o]i  the  (diild's  comfr)i-t  oi-  w(‘lfaiH‘ — such  as 
exposed  loots,  inflammation  of  the  gums  and  other  unhygi(‘nic 
conditions  of  the  mouth. 

In  Tables  XLII.  and  XLIII.  are  included  figures  showing 
file  nunihei-  of  (*ases  of  dental  d(‘fect  followed  u])  and  the  ext<*nt 
to  which  treatment  has  been  obtaineil. 

The  ill  effects  of  decayed  teeth  have  been  already  retei  red 
to  in  the  last  Annual  I{e])ort  to  the  Kducation  ('ommittee,  and 
no  further  reference,  therefore,  is  made  here  to  this  paid  of  the 
subject. 


The  figures  presented  in  this  rejiort  show  tlie  mark(*d 
jirevalence  of  dental  defect  and  the  slight  degree  to  which  treat- 
ment is  obtained,  even  in  the  cases  more  urgently  rei^uiring 
treatment.  In  spite,  moreover,  of  the  efforts  made  by  means  of 
printed  notices  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  to  secure  greater 
attention  being  paid  to  the  care  and  cleansing  of  the  teeth,  the 
School  Medical  Inspector  reports  that  there  appears  to  be  little, 
if  any,  improvement  in  this  respect. 

The  chief  difhculties  in  the  way  of  obtaining  treatment  are 
the  following  : — 

(1)  Indifference  or  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  parents, 

(2)  Cost  of  treatment. 
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As  regards  tlie  indifference  of  tfie  parents,  it  is  frequently 
found  by  the  School  Medical  Inspector  that  parents  are  quite 
unaware  of  the  condition  of  their  children’s  mouths  and,  even 
when  the  condition  is  pointed  out  to  them,  they  are  veiy  loth 
to  take  any  steps  towards  remedying  the  defects.  It  is 
extremely  difficult  to  make  them  appreciate  the  ill  effects  of 
decayed  teeth  on  the  child’s  general  health  and  future  well- 
being. 

The  cost  of  treatment,  especially  when  the  child's  mouth 
has  already  been  allowed  to  get  into  a bad  condition,  is  in  many 
cases  almost  prohibitive  as>  regards  anything  but  simple  extrac- 
tions. Conservative  dentistry  under  these  conditions  is  for  the 
most  part  an  imjrossibility  for  the  poor. 

As  the  efforts  of  the  Medical  Inspection  Staff  to  induce 
parents  to  obtain  treatment  for  their  chihL’en  has  met  with  such 
slight  success,  even  in  cases  where  the  defects  are  very  marked, 
there  is  little  encouragement  to  suggest  an  increase  in  the  staff 
in  order  that  greater  efforts  may  be  made  in  this  respect. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  how  far  this  failure  is  dire  to 
indiffererrce  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  arrd  how  far  to  cost  of 
treatment,  but  probably  the  latter  is  in  many  cases  the  more 
irnpoitant  factor,  and  the  tendency  would  be  for  the  indifference 
to  diminish  as  the  facilities  for  treatment  were  increased. 

I think,  therefore,  that  the  question  of  establishirrg  a 
Dental  Clinic  should  receive  careful  consideration. 


Defective  \Asiox. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  squint  and  defective 
vision,  there  is  very  great  difficulty  in  inducing  parents  to 
obtain  correction  of  the  less  marked  defects.  This  is  found 
especially  in  those  cases  in  which  the  defect  exists  in  one  eye 
only,  for  to  the  parent  there  seems  to  be  no  apparent  necessity 
for  treatment.  The  fact  that  no  complaint  may  have  been  made 
bi^  the  child  is  often  given  as  a reason  for  non-treatment,  but 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  young  children  possess  a won- 
derful power  of  temporarily  overcoinirrg  visual  defects,  the 
continuous  exercise  of  which  power  sooner  or  later  becomes 
harmful  and  its  effects  all  to  obvious. 
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Even  when  defects  are  actually  demonstrated  to  parents, 
it  is  not  always  easy  to  convince  them  of  the  advisability  or 
necessity  for  treatment.  Not  uncommonly  it  is  urged  that  in 
the  case  of  hoys  and  younger  children  it  is  dangerous  for  them 
to  wear  spectacles  on  account  of  the  liability  to  accident,  and 
this  is  sometimes  put  forward  as  a reason  for  non-treatment. 

Cases  of  squint  have  been  classed  with  cases  of  defective 
Ausion,  for  the  hitter  is  the  almost  imm liable  concomitant  of 
the  former.  In  inteiwiewing  parents  with  the  object  of 
urging  treatment  for  s(|uint,  one  is  frequently  met  with  the 
objection  that  it  is  a family  complaint  and  that  the  eyesight 
is  good.  It  earinot  be  too  often  stated  that  a squinting  eye  is 
a defective  eye  and  frequently  becomes  almost  useless.  The 
Ausion  is  apparently  good  because  in  a large  number  of  cases 
the  only  eye  used  is  the  non-squinting  eye,  and  it  this  is  not 
markedly  defectiA^e  nothing  may  he  complained  of. 


